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ON THE 


"Tr rnaÞF MM 
Learned & Excellent DIVINER 


The Reverend 


Mc. SAMUEL WILLARD, 


PASTOR of a Church of C HRIS T 
Ty in Boſton, and 1 PRESIDENT 


HARVARD COLLEDGE, 
Who Deceaſed Sept. 12. 17. 
eit Sup ET 


By Ebenezer pemnberton, A. M. 


To which is Annexed. 
A P O E M, on the ſame Sorrowful Occaſi off 
By the Reverend ad Mr. BENJAMIN COLMAN. 7 


BOSTON: Printed by by B. Green, for Benj. Eliot, & IT 
at . under 3 end of . Houſe 1707 
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To: THE 


- Longregation | 


2 | þ Lately. under the 
4 PASTORAL CARE 


Of the Reverend 


DEAR FRIENDS, 


imprinted that Majeſty and 
Beauty on true Excellency & 


TER And. 


3% ae in thei Goodneſs ; the greater] Ho- 


N more Eminent any are in 


. Dead. 10 Such 38 haye been Publick Beneflet. 
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T The El DED ICATO RY 


|| Mr. SAMUEL WILLARD, 


2 HE Great God, who is the cal 
"In Fountain of true Honour, has 


1s © Piety, that they command E- 
0 - deen and Reverence from all that bbſerve 


or; Moral Perfections, the more 


. Seile DEDICATORT. 


Challenge the moſt Publicæ Acknowledge: _— 
ments. And to deny their Memory this || 
Juſt Tribute, will argue an heavy Imputati- 
on of Iogratitude and Injuſtice, both to. 4 
God and Them. This een agreeable to 
the Natural Notices of what is Good, and 
Excellent, which are ingraven on the Minds 
of all men. 
HFence the Very Unletterd Nations have 
had many Contrivances, ſome odd enoughzto 
Eternize che Memory of their admired Zero's. 
Ihat Part of the Heathen World, that has 
been better "Diſciplined, has always had aa 
Honourable Regard to the Names 6f their FÞ 
Dcparted Friends, who either for WI dom, oe” 
or Courage, or Vertue,,. did. ſingularly” de- 
ſerve of the Publick. Funeral P antgyrichs 
were made to Celebrate their Praiſe; & the 
p Nall Care Was uſed to tranſmit 
Names With all” Marks of Honour. ) 
Lateſt Paſleri ns 
The Peop le of God chentelxas have {6 all wm 
A ges : LH ron It a part's 11 Piety, y, . Juſtice | 
ind Charity te pay d ech 4 Reſpects to tbe 
Memory o 4 Great an 1 Im 15 0 e 
I The, Jeng were Hino 85 Fee e R | 
| were wont. to prep 52 e ies” of their 
= rel t leit Fun 
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"The Brite DEDICATORY. 


* Rich Odours and Perfumes. This we have 

an account of at the Death of Aſa. 2 Chron. 
16386. 14. To which Cuſtomepoſiibly the Wiſe 

4. man alludes, when he tells us, 4 Good Name 


better than precious Oyntment, Eccl.7.1. De- 


cent Sepulchres were provided for their In- 
terment; and Funeral Elegies made in their 
Praiſe. Their Names were not mentioned 


without a Bleſſing on their Memory: And a- 


5 greeably the Rabbins ſeldome quote any 
Perſon of this Figure, but with that Form of 


Honourable Commemoration, VIZ. Such au 


| One of Bleſſed Memory. 


Ihe Primitive Chriſtians accounted, it no 


5 wall part of their Religion, to do Suitable 


Honour to the Memory of their Deceaſed 


Saints, eſpecially Martyrs, and faithful Paſt-- 


org. They took care that the very Aſhes of 


their Martyrs {ſhould not be treated as Com- 
 monDuſt : They were wont ro Enſhrine their 
Remains of Mortality in Tombs, & Erect Mo- 


numents, on which were Inſcribed their 
Names, Quality and Character. Fuyeral O- 
rations were made upon them: And they 
had Publick Records, called their Piptychs, 
in which their Names were Enrolled with 
all Circumſtances of) Honour. And in a lit 
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| The Epiſtle DEDICATORT.. 

| to a fault great, to the very Dormitorys of 
thoſe that Slept in Jeſus. To be ſure in A 
few Ages they came to pay undue Honour 


thar Superſtition, and Iablatty in their Invo- 

cation, and Worſhip of Saints, which rhe 

Church of Rome has been for many Ages 

And tho it becomes us to avoid all that 
rad et. and faulty herein practiſed 

either by } 


Reaſon & Revelation to perpetuate the Me- 
mory of our Worthies, and to mention their 
Names with due Reſpect. The Wiſe man 
tells us, Prov. 10. 7. That the Memory of the 
Jaſt ſhall be bleſſed; i. e. ſhall be praiſed as 
Jome ; or ſball be with praiſes, as others read 
zt. And it is a Command given, Heb. 13. 7. 
Remember them that have the Rule over yon, 
= who have ſpoken to you the Word of God, whoſe 
Faith follow, conſidering the end of their Con- 
„ verſation. Indeed a great care is neceſſary 
that in all the Praiſes we give to departed 
Saints, we ultimately reſpect the Glory of 
God, who was the Giver of all their Valuable 


be ſet forch-in'a manner ſuitable, and wich a 
3 rr e 8 


4 2 3 2 5 > _ 
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to their Memory; which open'd the way to + 


y Jew or Gentile, Chriſtian or Infte =; 
del; yet it ſeems agreeable to the Light of 


Endowments : Their Worthy Actions muſt 


1h FIN DED'IE ATORT. 


Juſt deſign,to incite the Living to an Honou- 
rable Imitation of them. And thus there 

d will be no real Inconſiſtency, but an admira- 
ble Harmony, between Praiſing the Dead, & 
1 Inftrutting the Living. 7 
| I cannot therefore but think that I havi b 


but my Duty, what Chriſtianity allows, & In- 
vites to, in giving ſome Account of the Gifts & 


Graces of that Excellent Perſon, who was late- 


dy Serving God, and the Intereſt of this Con- 
gregation here below ; but is now giving his 
| Attendance on the Throne of the Lamb Above: 
And am perſwaded it may be many ways ad- 
vantageous, eſpecially to this Flock of Chriſt; 
to gratify the deſires of many, by a Publication | 
of what of his Character was deliver'd in the 
following Sermon, in which I have the ſatis- 
faction to have ſaid Leſs, than I am fully per: 
ſwaded, was his Dae. And fare I am, this hore N 
account of this Servant of God may, thro' the 
Bleſſing of Heaven, be of conſiderable Service 
to us, 85 Have ſo long Sat under his Shadow, 
and have had our Souls, if not our own fault, 
often refreſhed with his Diſpenſations. N 
The Great & Good things that are juſtly ſpe- 
ken of him, ſhould lead us to magnify Chriſt 
the Fountain from whence all his Accompliſhs 
ments were derived; and teach us what Hon- 
dur is due to God in whom all Perfections do 
Concenter, They tend to inſpire us with Gra- 
A+ CF 
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The Epiſile DE DIC ATORT 


titude to Heaven for the beſtowment of fo Rieb 
2 Bleſſing on us, and for the Continuance of the 


ſame for ſo long a ſeaſon ; and fo to breathe in- 


to us the Spirit and Temper of Holy Bernard, who 
on the Death of his Brother Gerard broke out 


into that flight: © Lord;Thou baſt giver, and Thi 


'** baſft taken away 4 tho) we grieve that Thou haſt 
Taken away, yer we cannot forget. that Thon didſt 
© pive bim. His Character may Excite us to a ſtrict 
Examination of our ſelves, whether our Im- 
provement of ſo great a Bleſſing has been pro- 
pc rtionable to our advantages, which hereby 


have been ſingular ; and may lead us to a ſo- 
lemn Conſideration of that Awful Account we 


have to give up to God of ſo Rich # Price we 
have had in our hands; & how Speechleſs we 


ſhall be found if at the laſt we appear Strangers 
to Chriſt, and his Holineſs. It may ſerve to pro- 


mote our Humiliation, and Repentance for our 


paſt Barrenneſs under ſuch Manuring, as Hea- 
ven has afforded us, by the Care, Wiſdom and 
Fidelity of This his Servant: It may direct our 


Endeavours after, and Prayers for a Sacceſſor, 
that may Enjoy a double: Portion of his Gifts 


and Graces, to fit him to Stand in the Gap that 


is made in our Hedge. In a word, it may ani- 


mate us to a due Imitation of his Holy Exam- 
ple, and to a juſt value for, and holy Improve- 


ment of: what of his WORKS are left in our 
Hlands, by which tho DEAD, He yet Spe ak- 
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The Epiſtle DE DICATO RT. 
7 Zy his Printed Works He has Erected himſelf 
| A Monument, that will Endure when the | Famed 
MAUSOLEUM's of the World ſhall moulder 
down, and be buryed in their own Ruines. 
[Theſe will render his Name a Rich Perfume to 
ſuch as are acquainted with them, and have a_ 
true Reliſh for Pure and Undefiled Religion. 
Theſe contain a Rich Treaſure of Goſpel 
Truths, which are adapted to advance our Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge and Practice, In Them we 
have the Depths of Divine Wiſdom and Grace, 
in the Salvation of Sinners diſcover'd, from its 
firſt Deſign and Projection in the Dayes of E- 
ternity, to the Conſummation of the Redeem- 
cds Bleſſedneſs in the Kingdom of Glory, vhere 
| Hope ſhall be turned into Fruition, and Faith 
into Open Viſion. e 
Bp 5 Here ( a) we have the Soveraignty and Freeneſ's 
of Divine Grace diſplayed, and the Srabiliry of 
the Believers Salvation aſſerted in the Account 
of thoſe Tranſactions between the Father and 
Son before the Foundations of the World were 
Laid, concerning the Redemption of Loft man, 
when the Counſel of Peace was between them. 
Here () we have the Tenour, the Duties and 
Bleflings of the Covenant of Grace Open'd : A Co- 
venant under the Vows of which we were brought 
in BAPTISM, which we are called to Renew 


— 


(a) Lide. His Treatiſe of the Covenant of Redemption. 
() His Covenant Keeping the Way to Bleſſedneſs. 
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The Eoin v D, n n 
at the TABLE of the LORD; and which is the 
Foundation of all our Hopes for Eternicy. Here 
(e) we have the Eſſential Characters of the truly 
Blefſed Man. Here (4) the Polluted Sinner is di- 
rected to the true Fountain to cleanſe in. Here 


(e) the Condemned Rebel is inſtructed in the true 


way, how he may Stand in the Tudgment. Here 
the Deſponding Soul has a Remedy againſt De- 
pair. The Prodigal Sons of men are here (g) 
drawn with the Cords of Love & Mercy to their 
Fathers Arms, to the Service, Table, and Enter- 
tainments of his Houſe. Here () we are taught 
what value to put upon Divine Truths, and how 
to improve Wiſdom Market. Here (i) the Car- 
nal lazy Profeſſor is Admoniſhed of the Evil & 
Danger of Barrenneſs in God's Vineyard. And 
A the Hypocritical warned of the Peril of Fe- 
malit) in Religion. The Sorrowful Chriſtian 
has here () a Cordial provided to keep him from 


Hinting. And () the Deſerted Soul is inſtructed 


how to improve the Hidings of God's Counte- 
nance, Jo as to have the Joyes of his Salvation 


* 2 "TIE VAC — 


(e) His Diſcourſes on the XXXII Pſalm. 
(.] His Fountain Opened. Eg 
le) His Treatiſe of Juſtification. 

% His Remedy againſt Deſpair. 

10 His Penitent Prodigal 

(3) His Heavenly Merchandize. 
.) His Barren Figtre. 
Ii) His Peril of the Times. 

1) The Mourners Cordial. 


en His Bogk of Doſection. | 


kin. DED 10470 RY. 
Jeftored, Here (v) the Temptedare directed how 


| do underſtand the Miles of Satan, and how to be- i 


have themſelves in the ir Cbriſtian Warfare, ſo As 
to come off more than Conquerors. In a word, 
the true Believer is here (o) acquainted with his | 
Dignit & Priviledge, being Adopted into the 
Line of Heaven ; and what che PORTION he 
may live in Expectation of, and ſhall fully Poſ- 
ſeſs, when his Warfare ſhall be Ended, and he 
ſafely Conducted to his Fathers Preſence, where 
he fal SEE CHRIST AS HE IS. 
The Valuable Treatiſes, in which we havi theſe 
Heavenly Leſſons; together with a conſiderabls 
Number of Choice Sermons on particular Occa- 
ſions, are Improvable Talents, which we muſt 
Account for before the Judge of the World: 
And it becomes us to take theſe, and improve 
them, as Eliſpa did Elijab's Mantle, which dropt 
from him on his Tranſlation ; and ſee what Won 
ders of Grace, may, thro the Spirit of Bleſ- 
fing, be done by them on our Hearts. 
And, I Truft, the Relation I ſtand in to yo 
will allow me with importunity to preſs on 
you? as well as on my own Soul, Some few. 
ords of Counſel and Admonition, which our. 
departed Paftor often inculcated in the Courſe 
of his Miniſtry, & which are worthy to be Writ- 
ten on our Souls with Indelible Characters. vi. 
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60 lie Chriftians Tidy Exerciſe. | 
0 His Child's Portion, 
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Obedience. 


5 Impartial Judge, 


The Epiſtle DEDICATORT. 
Let us Labour to lay a good Foundation of 
Chriftian Knowledge, as the foundation of Practi- 

cal Religion. His whole Miniſtry was wiſely 


fitted to lay this foundation in us; and the want 4 


of it in many of his Charge he was wont pathe- 


tically to Lament. This Knowledge we muſt 


Endeavour to get,and improve in : which is ne- 
> bod Truth and Growth in Grace. 
Without it our Affections are but blind Powers: 
they may be moved, and made Tumultuous, but 
not well regulated, and all the Impreſſions made 


en them will ſoon be Effacec. 


Let us take care that all our Knowledge be 
Practical. To this End he open'd the Myſteri- 
ous Doctrines of Religion; and ſet forth Chriſt 


in his Mediatorial Al-ſufficiency ; That we 


might be Encouraged to Duty by that Proviſion 
made for our Aſſiſtance, and Acceptance in 
Let us be Admoniſhed not to Abuſe the 
Doctri je of that Spiritual Impotence, which has 
invaded. Humane Nature, to Sloth and Negli- 
gence, He with Sorrow obſerved in Converſing 
with Sinners, how they would fly to this as an 
Excuſe for their being Strangers to the Power 


* 


of Godlineſs. But we muſt remember, our 
Meakneſs lyes in our Wills, it is choſen & ob- 


ſtinate; and is ſeen in reſiſting the Grace which 


is offered, and which is ſufficient for us; and 


as mes, 


therefore can neyer, Excuſe in the Eyes of an 
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The Aale DEDICATOR 7 
et us Uſe utmoſt Caution that we do got 


85 cake up with a Preſumptuous Confidence for true 


Faith, This is a Rock on which Millions have 
been daſht to pieces. This Servant of God was 
frequent in Warning againſt this, and in aſſert- 
ing the purifying influence of Saving Faith ; 
and that an Unholy Believer was the greateſt 
of Contradictions. Let us ſee then that our. 
Faith do not ſeparate Chriſts Ephod from his 
Scepter : That it be not a Dead, but a Living 
Faith; that will purify the heare, work by: lere, 
and overcome the World. 
Let us be careful how we take our State to 
be Regenerate wichout Examination: Too many 
it is to be feared, think they were Converted 
at ſuch a Sealon, when they were under Legal 
Terrors, and afrerward had ſome ſenſible — 
tolation ; and they have recourſe to this ever 
after, without trying themſelves by their After 
Uives, which have the black Marks of the Un- 
lanctifyed upon them. This cheat we have been 
often warn d not to put on our own Souls. 
Let us be careful to Sandi) the Sabbatb of 
God. Thé Obſervation of which will haye a 
great influence upon the whole of ourReligion, 
25: has. been often Inculcated on us. 7 
Let us remember the Solemn Cautions En- 
ter d in the Name of Chrift againſt Apoſtacy, & 
all approaches to it: either inPrinciple or Practice. 
Let us be careful, in che diſcharge of the Da- 
ties of our ſeveral Relations, tO Adorn the Doc. 
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The Epiſtle DE DICATO RT. 

Let us take the Counſels of God, which cal. 
led us to Proficiency in the School of Chriſt, to 
be Stedfaſt, Immoveable, alwayes Abounding 
in the Work of the Lord, knowing our La- 
bour will not be in vain. 

+ Theſe things, and many more, which we 1 
Tharned, Received, and ſeen in him, Let us do; 
and the God of Peace will be with us. The 
Grear Shepherd of the Sheep will feed, lead, 
and defend this Flock. 

In this way we ſhall Erect fot him the moſt 
Honourable Monuments in our hearts ; & his 


Memory will be always freſh, and his Name _ 


Tanten to us thro" the Dayes of Eternity. © 
I ſhall not add, But that the GREAT LORD : 
420 Head of the CHURCH may Shower down 
all Spiritual Bleſſings on This Congregation ; That 
the Kingdom of Chef be here advanced. by the 
Converſion of the Unbelieving, and Improve» . 
ment of the Believing in Holineſs :. Tha. you 
may always Enjoy the Means of Grace, & Di- 
 vineInfluences on them; that Breach may 
be well Repaired; that your Ho: uſes may be Be- 
thels ; and every Soul a Living Temple; & that 
we may all meet together at aft in the HOLY 
of HOLIES dars and be FOR EVER with 
TRE: Z LORD: | "4 
2 18 N Shall be the Conſtant 83 ＋ 
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| + Beſides ſmall Literal Miſtakes, & falſe Stopts, there are 
ttheſe ERRATA's which diſturb the ſenſe. 
Age 38.1 1. after men, add does. 1. 11. for (are) r. (is). 

| p. 41.1. 24 dele (at). p 44. 1.26. fer ( DiſtriQtion r. 

( Diftia&ien). p.46. 1.5. for (to) r. (thro ). P. 93. I 15. 

after (and) add (we). p. 74. 1 15. for (had flained 
r. (did threaten to tain). 1. 16. dele (did threaten). _ 


| The following BOOK SV|Written by the late Reverend 
and Learned Divine Mr. Samuel Millard. 
to be Sold by Benjamin Eliot at bis Shop under 
\ the Waiſt End of the Town-Houſe in Bolton, 


i S458 Deſertions Diſcovered & Remedied: being 
Je] 


the Subſtance of Divers Sermans, Preached for the 
p of DarkSouls labouring under Divine withdrawings, 
from Pal. 30, 7. Thou didft hide thy face & 1 was troubled. 


2 The FountainOpened : er the Great Goſpel Privilege 
of having Chriſt Exhibited to Sinful men, wherein alſo is 
proved that there ſhall be a National Calling of the Jews, - 
from Zech. 13. 1. In that Day there ſhalt be 4 Fountain Opened, 
to the houſe of David, and to the Inhabitants of Feruſalem 
Fer Sin aud for Uncleauneſ. 5 
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To which is Annexed a Diſcourls of Evangelical per⸗ 


z 
: 
+ 


4 

5 N 

> 

3 8 1 
f 


Books Sol] by Benj. Eliot in Boſton, 


ing the Power of it: from 2 Tim. 4.5. Having 4 Firm 
of Godlineſs bus denying the power thereof. „ 
2 Morality not to de relyed on for Life: or a brief 
Diſcourſe diicovering the One Thing wanting, which 
leaves the Legalifſhort of Eternal Life: from Mark 1021. 
One thing thou lack-l, © „ 


6 Loves- Pedigree: or a Diſcourſe ſhewing the Grace! 


of Love in a Believer to be of a Divine Original: 


from '1 John 4. 19. We leve him becauſe he firſt loved un. 


7. The Chriſtians Exerciſe by Satans Temptations-2 
or an Eſſay to diſcover the Methods which this Adver- 
fary uſeth to Tempt the Children of God, and to direct 
them bow to Eſcape the miſchiefs thereof; from 
1 Chron. 21. 1 And Satan ſtod up againſt Iſrail and pro- 
woked David to Number the People. 


$. Walking with God the Great Duty and Privilege 
of true Chriſtians : in Two Sermons : from Gen 5. 24. : 
Aab walked with G © © not 
. The Man of War: A Sermon Preached te the Ar- 


tillery Company at Boſfon : from 1 Kings 9. 22. Thiſe 


Were men of War. 35 E 
10. The beſt Privilege: A Sermon wherein the great 
advantage of Enjoying the Oracles of God is diſplayed, 
and the Duty of ſuch as have them is urged: from 
Rom. 3. 1, 2) What ad vantage then hath the Jew, &c. 2 
1. The fear of an Oath: or ſome Cautions to be 
uſed about Swearing,” if we would approve our ſelves 


z 


truly Godly : from Eccl. 9. 2. 4s he that fearech an Oath." - 


12, The Checkered State of the Goſpel Church: 


being the Subſtance- of a Sermon prepared tec for and in s 
part Preached on Septemb 16 1701. being a Day of 


Publick Faſting and Prayer: from Zech. 14.6, 7 And 


ball come ro paſs in that day, that the light ſhall nut 


4% Altar, nor dark. But it ſball be one day which ſhall l 


known to the Lord, not day, nor nig ht; but it ſba N come 


re paſs that at evening time it ſhall be light. 
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+1 1 " Funeral SERMON | 
alr | On that Learned and Excellent DIVINE — 
2 | The Reverend 


s M. SAMUEL, WILLARD: | 


„Waste XXIV. 45, 46 | 


"42 Who then # is a faithful and wiſe Servant whom 
eat bis Lord hath made Ruler over bis Hoaſs 
om Hold, to give them meat in due ſeaſon 2 | 
ha | 1 hk is that Servant, whom his Lord wh en 
NW be cometh ſhall find ſ 0 doing; 


N the Concluſion of the foringe Chapter 
our Lord-Redeemer entertains his per I 
_ ciples with a Prædiction of theſe Defo-" , 
lations, that were coming upon the Jew- } 
A ih Nation; In the final Deſtruction of 
\; ei Cit 50 an Temple, their Polity and 8 8 ö 
Rn which He would appear in the viſible ters 
.-M Dot hs eee re of his PO. 
* 8 
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er and fol: : and is therefore {tiled his Com- 
Hg: Upon this Prædiction his Diſciples came 
to Him as He fat on the Mount of Olibes, and 
put. two Venen Him, viz. When ſhall. theſe 

things be? id e. When will the final Ruin of Je- 
ruſalem Commence ? The other Enquiry was, 
What ſhall be the fign of thy Coming, and of the End 
cf the World ? This J underſtand to be diſtince 
from the former; and to refer to the Final Fudg- 
nem. The teaſon why che Diſciples joyn theſe 
two Queries together, may be this, viz. They 
had haply Entertained that Miſtake, which 
revailed in that day, that the End of the 
Forld, or Final Judgment, would either Syn- 
chroniſe with, or immediately follow upon, Fe- 
ruſalems Deſtruction. Our Saviour returns an 
Anfwer to both theſe. Queſtions ; which tho)? 

not fitted to gratify their Curiolity, yet was | 
' wiſely adapted to promote their Preparation 
for theſe his Awful Appearances. He particu- 
larly acquaints them with ſome of the infalli- 
ble Prognoſticks and Fore-runners of his Ap- 
pearance in the Clouds of Heaven, to Judge 
the Rach uy? Dead. For I can by no means 
perſwade my felf to ſubſcribe the 
Antal. Dr Drall Opinion of ſome * Criticks of no 
Hammond. common figure in the Lear ned Y 
20 World, who look upon the whole 
of our Sa donn: Diſcourſe in this Chapter, to 
look no further than the Deſtruction of Feruſa- 1 
Jem: PT think = 2 great part of this 
"= Diſcourſe | 


Funeral SER MON: - 


Diſcourſe has a principal aſpect upon a In, 

nal Judgment. Now Chriſt applies ths. Dag 

rine of this his Perſonal Appearance to Judge; 

the World, to Engage them to greater diligence; 

and watchfulneſs, in their preparation to meet; 
Him, when He ſhall be revealed from Heaven 
in flaming fire, and with the Retinue of Mighs | 
ty Angels. This their preparation He further | 
' Excites them to, from two Conſiderations, tht 
'  Suddenneſs of his Appearance, and the gertaim 
Blaſſedneſs of ſuch as ſhall be found diligent and 
___ fairhful in their Maſters Work at his Coming + | 
> he latter of which Arguments is contained i in " 
- our Text. The words read, tho' in their g- 
- neral. ſcope are applicable to all Believers g bj 
n | yet. nextly and peculiarly they belong to | 

* 


1 Chriſt's Faithful Miniſters ; who are in an ap- { 
as Feb ſenſe the Servants of his Houſe, the 


on — Stewards of his Family, and the Shepherds of . 
u- his Flock. In them. we may oblerye two prin- 
li- | cipal parts. 1 
I. We have the * of a true Goſpel i 
Miniſter; which is drawn. _ 
1 ( x. ) From his Relation to Chtiſt. He 13 


Chriſt's Servant, and Chriſt is his Lord, And 

every Goſpel Miniſter is his Servant, not only 

d 12 Y the common profeſſion of Chriſtianity, but 
ſßecial deſignation; bp their 4 PER as we [ 

1 as Fs, 1 15 — 
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feof 4 Steward in a Family, to aflign to ere- 


Dos” 3 his Werk and Proviſion. He has 


S Care and Order of the other Servants com- 


mitted to him. The Church is Chriſt's own 
Houſe, the Honhhold of Faith; and this muſt 


be Cared for: fed with the Word and Bread of 


Fife ; govern'd & order'd accerding to Chriſt's 
Tyfficurions, who i 1s the Great LORD of the | 


 Houſhold. 
(z.) From thoſe Vertues And Endowments 


Which qualifie him for his Poſt, and which are 


to be Exercifed in the diſcharge of the Duties 


thereof, viz; Fidelity and Wiſdom. He muſt be 
A Faithful and Viſe Servant; faithful ro keep 
the charge and truſt committed to him; and 
wiſe to diſcharge it in the beſt manner, fo as 


beſt to ſerve the end of it; the Good of Chriſt's 
Family, and the Honour of the Great Maſter 
ie. 

2. We have the wh wf war: 3 who 
is wiſe and faithful in the Service aſſigned him. 
He ſhall be Bleſſed when his Lord comes; which 
undoubtedly intends not barely that he ſhall 


obtain true bleſſedneſs, but àn Eminent degree 


thereof, in Proportion to his wiſdom and fi 
delity „ 


into one Doctrine But fhall conſider them 


ſtinctly in that order i in which they have been 15 
obſerved to lie in our Text. S0 chat the e 


ee W things to be Sontidorel. * - 8 
Js = Tg 


1 ſhalliov Endeavourito graſp al theſe thing 
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K. The Relation that a Goſpel Mitt «hog 
to o Chriſt, He is his Servant. 

2, The Work incumbent on him, to Feed and 
Rule Chriſt's Flock. 

The Virtues and Endowments that are ne- 
ceſ ary to the true diſcharge of this Work. Fi- 
delity and Wiſdom. 

4 The Diſtinguiſhing Reward, that ſhall 0 
given unto him, by his Lord at his Coming. 


9 a.) AE * 
4 . - 
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I. We are to older the Relation that an 
Evangelical Paſtor ſtands in to Chriſt: He is the 
Servant of Chriſt. The Great Doctor of the 

Gentiles glories in this Relation, and challenges 
t Pl acknowledgment of itfrom others, 1 Cor. 4.1. 
et @ man account of ws as the Miniſters f Chriſt, & 
the Stewards of the Myeries of God. The Honour 
of this Relation belongs not only to the Exalted 
Station of an Apofile ; but co the meaneſt in 5 
the Sacred Function ia the Succeſſive Ages of 
5 the Church. Y 
It muſt be 2cknowledged that there are ſere⸗ 
ral Wayes in which Men, and ether Creatures, 
may truely come under this Degomination. 
2 KB Ay Creation, all Creatures are his Servants : For 
le is Lord of Heaven and Earth: He has an 
, © unalienable Propriety in, and an abfolute Su- 
' 7 ne Wos over all Creatures therein, as they are 
* 1 Works of his hands. Subj ꝛction to his GO. 
vernment well becomes the State of the higheſt 
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bf Light; who Excel in Strength, are at his | 
Demand, and obey his Will. He ſtands at 


the Head of the Lower Creation,and leads forth 
Creatures Animate, & Inavimate to Serve him, 


at his Pleaſure, The Sun, Moon, and Stars in 

their Courſes ; Stormy Wind, Hail, Snow and 
Vapour, in their places are under his Command, 
And fulfill his Will. Thus all men as they are 


the Creatures of God, are his Servants. He ſpake 


the Word, and we Started i into Being at his Cre- 
_ ating Call : | He made us, and not we our ſelves; 
Let m come before the Lord our Maker, and give 


hin the Glory due to his Name. 


All profeſſed Chriſtians are his Servants by 
Biatraat FVocation; viſible Dedication, and ſolemn 
Stipulation, In Bapriſm we are openly conſe- 


erated to the Kervies of the Living JEHOVAH: 


And did folemnly renounce all Shot Service, 
unleſs in Subordination to Chriſt : And ſo we 
fand obliged to Chriſt as our Maſter by our 
 own- free Conſent and Compact; to Which 


Heaven and Earth are Witneſſes. | 
All Believers are the Servants ot Chriſt by 


Redemption, and the UNCTION of the HOLY 


ONE. They are not their Own, for they are 


bought With! a price, their Spirits N 2 Bodies are 
his Propriety. He has formed them 
and their Ears are bored to the Pofts of bis D Door, 5 


himſelf; 


And «heſe are of his Family. 
But in 4 more Apr brate Sende; Eyant gelical 


Paſtörs are che Servants of Chriſts Family, 
by a peculiar Separation to Special 450 j 


2 ' 
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by which they are-diſtinguiſhed not only from 
the World, but from the reſt of Chriſts own 
Houfhold. By a ſpecial Depatation He has Set 

them over his houſe ; He has given them. A 
Commiſion te repreſent his Perſon, and Piæ- 
ſide under him in the great Affairs of his Viſible 

Kingdom, Worſhip and Service. To be fepa- 
rated to the Work of the Goſpel is not the pe- 
culiar priviledge of an Apoſtle, but common to 

every ordinary Goſpel Miniſter. Chriſt has 

not left the Work of his Houſe in Common, but 
has drawn a Sacred Incloſure about it, to keep out 
vain pretenders, that would take this Honour to 
themſelves. A Liberty of Propheſying, as aſſerted 
by ſome, is indeed but a liberty to overturn the. 
Order of the Goſpel. All are intruders, and 
guilty of an Invaſion upon the Sacred Office of 
the Miniſtry, that have not their A4ifion from 

Chriſt. For how ſhall they Preach unleſs they 

de ſent? And who ſhall ſend them but Chritt 

wbhoſe Ambaſſadors they are? No man taketh 

this Honour to himſelf, bur he that is Called as 
was Aaron. "This authority the Apoſtles, who 
were the firſt Heralds of the Everlaſting Goſpel, 
were immediately by Chriſt inveſted with? Bur 
c⸗his is mediately communicated to Chriſts oidi- 
> nary Miniſters, as their Succeſfors. And theſe 

Atte net of men, tho they are by, men, by hour 

= Hhey-ateauthoriſed to ditpen ſetheLinlearchable 

© riches of Chriſt. Their Af g they recrave 
from Ctuiſt, whoſe Meſſengers dirty art. Aheir 
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ſiolemn Charge is given in his Name, and by his 
Authority they act. Agreeable hereto the El- 
ders of Epheſus, tho appointed by an ordinary 
Call, are ſaid to be made Overſeers of the 
Flock by the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of Chriſt, 4&4, 
20. 28. And none but ſuch can Adminiſter the 
Word and Sacraments with Authority, or a rea- 
ſotiable proſpect of Suceeſs. The Service that 
every Goſpel Miniſter is Engaged in has an im- 

mediate reſpect te Chriſt : He afligns them their 
Work: Of his Revenue they are Maintained 
arid to him they muſt finally give up an account. 
Thus in a peculiar ſence they are the Miniſters 
of Chriſt ; and only the Servants of their People | 
for Chriſts ſake. They are the Stewards of his 
 Hoitfheld ; Labourers in his Vineyard & Harveſt ; 
Whoſe Province is to Sow, Plant, Cultivate and 
Manure the Soil of the Church, that Garden of 
Chriſt. And this their Relation to Chriſt tells 
us that their Stations is high and honourable j 
their Charge ttioſt important; and their Account 
awful: That to côntemn, inſult, and outrage 
their Character, will be interpreted as an infuf= | 
ferable Indignity offer'd to Chriſt himſelf ; and | 
that their 2daſter will highly reſent it as ſuch. ' | 
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Ti. In the Second place we are to Conſider: 
the Wik of Goſpel Miniſters. The relation of 
Servants neceſſarily infers Work, and Service for 
their Lord. And the ſpecial Service, which the 7 
are called to, is to Feed, Rule and Order Chrifs — 
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T Wy. They are Relers over his Houſhold to give 


them their Meat in due Seaſon. How honoura- 


ble js their Work! How difficult their Poſt, and 


the Service thereef! The dignity of their Sta- 
tion and Employment would well become the 
Excelleney, and its difficulty requires the power, 
. activity of the Higheſt Angels, that 
ncircle the Throne of God. Their Work con- 


ſiſts of two parts, and we may Conſider them 


diſtinctly. „ 3 
1. The Work of an Evangelical Miniſter is 


to Feed Chriſt's Family. Chriſt's Flock mult be, 


fed, and his Houſhold muſt have ſuitable Pro- 
viſion made for them. And this by Office be-. 
longs to Chriſt's Servants, to whom he has com- 
mitted the Werd of Reconciliation. Theſe are 


. under the moſt Solemn Obligations, and awful 
charge to take care of this ; as they would not. 


be found Idle Shepherds, Slethful Servants, and 


Onfaichful Stewards, by their Lord ar His Coming; 


and be Animadverted on as ſuch. What Chriſt 


| pathetically inculcates upon Peter, has a reſpect 


to all the Meſſengers of Peace, Fobn 21. 15, 16,17. 
Simon Son of Jonas loveſt thou me more than 
theſe ? --- Feed my Lambs-=-- Feed my Sbee pe- 
Feed my Sheep. The ſame addreſs He makes to 


eyery Paſtor with the like Expreſſions of En- 
dearment. This therefore is a principal, and 
eflential part of their Office Work, to give the. 


other Servants of God's Family their Food. 


Fuis Food muſt be Spiritual: Such a Prori. 


ſion 


25 Z 
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ſion as may be a proper Entertainment for tht © 


Soul: as may be ſuited to the Nature, Neceſſi- 
ties, Spiritual Appetite, and Cravings of andm- 


mortal Spirit, As bodily Food does anſwer the 


wants of the Body. Proper Food is Pabalum Vitæ. 


It is neceſſary to the preſervation, growth and 
nouriſhment of the outward man: It is ſuita- 
dle in its nature and deſign, to confirm and en- 
_ creaſe the ſtrength and health of the Body: To 


repair the decayes of Nature, and maintain it 


in a due Temperature and diſpoſition to diſ- 


charge the proper functions of life. Now in 


Analogy to this: Spiritual Food is whatever 
tends to beget, maintain and improve the true 
1 life of man. To nouriſh the Soul with 

Divine Knowledge, which is the proper food 


of the Underſtanding; to beget and ſtrength- 
en, to encreaſe and nouriſn the Divine Princi- 
ples of Grace and Vertue in the heart; to ad- 


vance the Soul from one degree of Vertue to 
another; from it's Infant to a more virile 
State; To reſtore it from it's decayes and ſpi- 


ritual languiſhments to an athletick and healthy 


Condition This is to afford it ſuitable food. 


And this is the buſineſs of the Stewards of Goſpel 


Myſteries. Chriſt fends his Servants on this 
very Errand to open blind eyes, to ſoften hard 
Hearts, to awaken ſecure Conſciences, 
and Edify the Body of Chriſt. And to feed 
Chriſt's Flock is to inſtruct their ignoranee, in- 


 kghren their darkneſs, co nouriſh "_ a — 
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44 Funeral S ERMON. tf 
ſpiritual wiſdom and vertue ; to uſe proper 
methods to render their knowledge productive 
of an Heavenly Converſation, and to turn the 
principles of Truth into living principles of 
Action: It is to heal the wounded ſpirit, to com- 
fort the Diſconſolate, to raiſe up the Dejected, 
to encourage the Fearful, confirm the Waver- 
ing, reduce the Straying, to ſpur up the Loyte- 
ring, and ſtrengthen the Weak, that they may 
advance to higher degrees of the Divine Na- 
ture and Life. The Servants of Chriſt cannot 
indeed by any vertue of their own, or by the 
proper force of their Diſpenſations convey life 
and ſtrength to the Soul: Paul may plant, and 
Apollos water, but God gives the increaſe: He bleſ- 
ſes Zion's Proviſion, and cloaths her Prieſts with 
Salvation. They therefore are ſaid to feed 
Chriſt's Family, when they uſe the Means Or- 
dained for their Spiritual Nouriſhment. Now 
there are ſeveral Duties, in the diſcharge where- 
of, this food and nouriſhment is to be afforded 
W People. „5; ũ ( 
| To this end the Word of Truth muſt be diſ- 
| penſed, and applyed. In which the myſterious 
methods of Divine Wiſdom and Grace muſt be 
| diſplay'd, and unfolded : By this the knowledge 
Jof God and Chriſt is to be propagated, whom 
eo know is Life Eternal. The Preaching of the 
Goſpel.is a. wiſe and condeſcending method in 
which Chriſt is pleaſed to carry on a Treaty 
pt Peace with Rebel Sinners. It is 2a proper 
8 Cs 1 
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Remedy for the ſpiritual ignorance and blinds | 
neſs; the forgetfulneſs and inconſiderateneſs of 
mn. It is admirably adapted to rouze the fe, | 

2 and ſtupid out of their Spiritual Lethargy.; 4 

o convince them of their fin and miſery ; to 
turn them from the Error of their wayes, and 
transform them into the Image of Divine Puricy.. | 
It is fitted to build up Saints in Faith, Helineſs | 
and Comfort, Agreeably we have this Enco- 
mium given of this Word of Grace, the Diſ- 
TREES: ns is committed to the Goſpel 

Miniſtry : 2 Tim. 3. 15,16. It is able to make 

Wiſe to Salvation: It & profitable for Doctrine, for 
Reproof, for Correction, for Inflrufjon in Rigbtecuſneſs. 

This is the (2) good Seed by which Sinners are 

begotten, and tranſlated into the Kingdom of | 

Light and Grace. By this Saints are (b) nous 
riſned, and made to thrive in all the Sfpoſitions 

of Holineſs. In this the Wells of Salvation ate 
open'd, whence the Aiſconſolate may draw Was 
ter with Joy. And in the right diſpenſation of 
this the Servants of Chriſt are helpers of the 
| Believers Joy (c). This Word they are oblig'd 
to diſpenſe as they have Opportunity in their 
Private Applications to their People; and in 
the Publick Service of Gods houſmmmmge. 
Again; they are to Feed the Houſhold of 
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9 tke Wake the Sacraments of BAPTISM and 
| the LORD's SUPPER. 


They are Authorized to Buptize : Mar, 28.19. 


By Boptiſm they Enroll Souls in the Number of 
| Chill Servants, and acknowledge them as the 
vuifible Subjects of his Kingdom. Hereby they 


bring them under the Wings and Bonds & the 
| Covenant; 


under the Care and Government of 


| Gods Family ; ; and intitule them to the proviſi- 
on of his Domeſticks. 


By a due Adminiſtration alſo of the Scrramert 


of the Lords Supper theſe Shepherds are to Feed' 
che Hock of Chriſt. Herein Chriſt himſelf is ſet 


forch as the proper Food of Souls. His Fleſh s Meat 


indeed, & bis Blood s Drink indeed; & theſe are here 
under the ſenſible and lively Symbols of Bread & 


Wine, Exhibited for the nouriſhment of Grace. 
Chriſt's Miniſters are to prepare their People for 


this Spiritual Banquet; lead them to it, that there 
they may be Royally Entertained with the Hea- 


venly Manna, the Bread of Angels; which tho 
not ſuited ro the Guſt: of a Carnal Appetite ; 

yet affords Superiour Satisfaction to the Spiricu- 
al Senſes of the Divine Nature in the renew'd :; 
and it is Wiſely deſigned b its Author to Main- 
tain, Strengthen, and Perfect the Divine Life. 
And hereby we are to be ſuſtained in our pal * 
fagethro'this Wilderneſs, till we ſhall ee 
at the good Lang of Promiſe. 1 78% „ 
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their! Prayers, both Publick and Private. By: 
their private and ſecret addreſſes to God for their 
Charge, and the ſucceſs of their work. For | 
this they muſt daily bend their Knees before the 

Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in an holy 
agony, wreſtle with God to obtain the beſt of 

Bleſlings for themſelves, and for their Flock. 


Lad ͤ , ee 4A Sc, AA Lie — Dag 


Jacobs Ladder on which Angels were ſeen 


to aſcend and deſcend, is thought to be a lively 
Emblem of a Goſpel Miniſter ; who is firſt to 


aſcend to Heaven in holy Meditation & Pray- 


er; and then to deſcend in holy Diſpenſations 
to his people. In this way they are to ſtorm 
Heaven, and with holy violence wreſt down 
the Bleſſing; give God no Reſt till he comes 


and breathes his Holy Spirit upon them. 


4 , 


Miniſters are alſo to nouriſh their People by 


their Publick Prayers. But then they muſt ſee 


that they be proper for nouriſhment; Not dark, 
myſterious, and unintelligible diſcourſes ; but 
proper addreſſes to Heayen, ſuitable to the Ma- 
jeſty, and Purity of the Preſence; they approach; 


and the ſtate, Wants and circumſtances of Im- 
mortal Souls, whoſe Caſe they are to carry be- 
fore the Throne of Grace. Their Prayers muſt 


not be Hoctrinal, but Neyational: Thus there muſk 
* be a care. that they do not give their people 
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Sone: inſtead of Bread. And by theſe well ot- 


dierd Prayers, they will afford true food to 
Souls. And not only as theſe Prayers are 
Means Sanctify'd, and approved to procure the 


Deus of Divine Grace: But alſo as they have 


a natural tendency to refreſh and cheriſh the 
Souls of Gods People. Theſe have a proper 


aptitude to inkindle Divine Breathings in their 


hearts; to inſpire them with the true ſpirit of 


Devotion, to refine and purifie their carnal af- 
fections, to help them to ſome ſpiritual views 


of che beauty and excellency of Chriſt, and 
1 thereby to cheriſh the vital flame of Grace, and 
make it burn with greater heat and light. The 
experience of the Faithful will ſet a ſeal to this; 
that their hearts have been many times by the 
Prayers of their Paſtors, rapt up to Heaven in 
HFoly ardours, diſſolved in love ; their Souls 
7 k rags and: profited to no common degree. 


In fine, they are to feed them by their Good 


3 fm + They are under the awe of a ſtrict 
Command from their Lord, to be Examples to the 
= Flock; ; In Wore, in Cee in Charity, in Spi- 
rit, in Faitb, in Purity, I Tim. 4. 12. The want of this 
in Miniſters has à fatal tendency to deſtroy 
Souls; to harden the prophane and diſſolute, 


to make them think all Religion to be no bet- 
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16 The Reverend Mr. Samuel Willard's 


make the more ſerious to ſtumble, and deſpiſe 
the Altar of the Lord. The wicked Lives of 


ſuch will read loud Lectures of Atheiſm and 
Irreligion ; while in their Diſcourſes they 


i 


talk like Angels of Light. And many will give 


more credit tothe Lite they live, than to the 
Doctrine they Preach. Their good Example 


will be many ways beneficial ; This will inform 
others-in their duty, in their ſpiritual danger, 
and proper remedy : and Examples are the moſt 


gaſie and compendious way of InſtruRion ; 


This will afford motive and incentive te en- 
gourage and inflame perſons to preſs forward in 


the Service of God, and purſuit of the Heaven- 
ly Prize. Hence it is given as the property of 
t | 


e good Shepherd, that He goes before the Sheep. 
Fob. 19. 4. They mult labour to go before them 


* 


in all parts of the Chriſtian Life, and thereby 
recommend it to their choice and practice, they 


muſt be, as far as may be, inſtances of the 
comforts and joyes of Religion. Thus they are 
in all things to imitate the Great Shepherd of 
the Sheep; and this will be a Noble and Di- 


S N —— 
r 


vine way of feeding the Flock of Chriſt. Theſe | 
þ en ways in which the Servants of 


iſt are to feed his Houſhold; and if they 
neglec; it, they muſt da it at their Urmeſ Peril, 
and know they mult anſwer for it at the Grand 
afitation of the Great Shepherd and Biſhop of 
Vine, Which is expected, © 
| Tre TT 15148. 327 | 
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2. We muſt conſider the other part of their 


Honold. As the Church is a Society diſtinct 


be but an Epheſian Rout. There can be no 


Politick, if all its Members are in a State of E- 
quality, and of the ſame /e & Service; But Con- 
tuſion & Diſorder will devour all that is good & 


Heaven. And this can on no terms be allow'd to 


FE but of Order. Now this Government lyes prima- 
rily upon the Shoulders of the Lord JeſusChriſt; 


«ESP 
£2 


N 


f rules in the Hearts of his Pecple. And as the 
Peril, Great Law-giver of his Church. He has or- 
Grand dained Laws, Orders, Ordinances, Sacraments and 


L = F : 
iſhop of Cenſures. All which are appointed for the due 


„ Adminiſter theſe in his ounperſon, for He is long 


Huueral SERMON.” 7 
work: Which is to Rule, Inſpect and Order the 
from the World, ſo it muſt be under a diſtinct 
Polity. A Government ſuitable to it's Nature, 
Conſtitution, & End, was undoubtedly appoint- 
ed for it. A Society without Government will 


* Unity or Harmony between the parts of a Body 


beautiful without a Miraculous Interpoſition of 


1 be the State of the Church D that Houſe and Temple. 
p- | of the Living God; who is a God not of Confu/iow + 


2: who is King ef Zion, and Head of his Church. 
By his governing Providence he preſerves and 
== defends it againſt all the aſſaults ofthe combined 
force and malice of Earth & Hell. He has fixed 
it on a Rock, and the Gates of Hell ſhall never 
move it. Bythe Secret Power of his Word, and 
the unconquerable influence of his Spirit He 


&-gulation of this Special Society. He does not 
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18 The Reverend Mr. Samuel Willard's 
| fince with. drawn as to Bodily Preſence from his 
Militant Flock; and appears at the head of his 
Triumphant People in Glory: And has ap- 
pointed Officers, who, during his abſence, are 

to act in his Name, and to lee that his Laws, 
*and Orders, made for the Government of his 
Viſible Kingdom, be obſerved and executed ; 
and the charge of theſe is committed to the 
Evangelical Paſtors. I ſhall not here diſpute 
who are the Firſt Recipients of the Keyes of 
Chriſt's Kingdom. Thus much ſeems evident 
beyond contradiction, that it belongs to 


the Miniſters by Office to Exert this Power ; _ 
that by their hands the Keyes are to be turned 


both in Opening and Sbutting the Kingdom 


of Heaven; that they act herein under 


Chriſt, by a power derived from him, what 
ſubordinate Helps to them, or what cohcurrence 
ſoever of others with them, in the Exerciſe of 
this power, may be thought requiſite. The 
Paſtor is therefore in our Text ſtyled a Ruler 
over Chriſt's Houſhold : And ſubmiſſion to Spi- 
ritual Guides as ſuch, is an indiſpenſible duty. 
Heb. 13. 17. Obi them that Rule over you in the 


Lord; who watch for Souls, es thoſe that muſt give 


an account. Their Power is not Secular but Spi- 


ritual. The Rods, Axes and Swords of Civil. 
Government, are not the Inſtruments of their 


Government. Their () Weapons are not Carnal, 
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Funeral SERMON. 15 
but spiritual; yet mighty thro God to diſmantle 
the Strong Boldt of the Kingdom ef Darkneſs. 
Their Authority is not Legiſlative, but only Ex- 
ecuti ve. They are not (a) Lords of God's Heritage, 
nor have they (b) Dominion over the Faith of his 
People: They are to govern, got by their own 
will and humour, but by the Laws of Chriſtz |} 
according to the Orders appointed by his Sove- f 
reign Authority, and Governing Wiſdom, who alone ö 
is Lord of Conſcience, In the Exerciſe of this 
Pover they inſpect the Houſhold of Faith; give e- 
very one their meat in due ſeaſon. By this Au- 
-  thority they Preach,Pray, & bleſs their Charge; 
| © by this they adminiſter Sacraments, Cenſures: 
And in the regular diſcharge of this their Truft 
they cant be impeded, without a Breach upon 
t 
8 


$ z the Authority of their Great Lord and Maſter. 


III. We muſt conſider thoſe Veriues and 


Station and Work, and are to be exerciſed in 
the diſcharge of the duties of it. And theſe 

are Fidelity and Prudence: They muſt be Faith- 

Ful and Wiſe Stewards, We muft conſider theſe 
© diſtinaly,as they are exerciſed in the diſcharge 
of the Truſt committed to them. And, 


il. (z.) The Goſpel Minifter muſt be Faithful. 
ir He is a Steward, & it is required of a Steward 
„ to be (e) faithful. Hence we have that charge, 
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(s) x Fet. 5. 3. () 2 Cor. ly ” e i Cot. 4- . I 
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20 The Revbrend Mr. Samuel Willard's 
2 Dm. 2. 2. That theſe things be committed 
to faithful men. The Charge committed to them 


is great, of the higheſt importance: On the 
faithful management whereof, the Honour of 


G. d, the good of Immortal Sculs, and their 


own peace and Salvation, does not 4 little de- 
pend. Fidelity ſuppoſes a Fruſt committed or 
repoſed; and intends a conſcientious regard to 
all che parts of it, as it reſpects Chriſt, their 
Flock, and their on Souls. Now this Fide- 


 liry obliges, and diſpoſes to the obſervation of 


ſuch Rules as theſe, viz. 


1. Fidelity obliges the Goſpel Miniſter to 
make the Honour f Cbriſt, and the good of Sculs, 
the. governing deſign of his Minithey: : The End 


is the Rule to direct our judgment and choice 


of means: A corrupt deſign in Spiritual Guides 13 


will corrupt their whole Miniſtry; For that 
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will be correſpondent to that which is their 


primary intention, and laſt deſign in their work. 


If a Miniſter be under the governing influence 
of a. woridly or ambitious ſpirit, all his admi- 


niſtrations will, ia probability, be ſuited to tbe £ 


dæpraved inclinations. of that evil ſpirit: This 


will MARE his moſt ſolemn and d facred hs 


erformances. There will be infinite hazard. 


that his Doteins, his Converſation, and Diſ- 
cipline be all proſtituted to baſe ſelfiſh def ue ; | 


and chat the whole of his Miniſterial Di 
Tron be cuculated to the Meridian of Ho- 


nouns or Gain ; which he makes his ruling In- 
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Funeral SERMON. x 
_.tereſts. If it will ſerve this worldly. deſign, he 
will appear like an Angel of Light, all fl me 
and zeal in the Cauſe of God; he will ſoak 
like an Apoſtle wich Fiery Tongnes, as if he 
had been filled with the Holy Ghoſt :; But if a- 
nother ſcene be open'd ; and he p-rceive 
that zeal for the purity of Goſpel Truth, for 
the chaſtity of Divine Worſhip, and beauty of 
Holineſs, will not advance, but contradict his 
carnal deſigns ; no wonder if we ſhould ſee his 
zeal child, and a time-ſ{erving indifferency 
take its place, and his courage wholly Exflin- 
guiſhed by a pretended Diſcretion. There will 
be great danger that ſuch will diſguiſe Truth, 
varniſh over Error, and rebate the edge of the 
Word, that Sword of the Spirit, left preſumptu- 
ous haughty Sinners be too deeply wounded. 
There is nothing tends more to corrupt the 
Fidelity of Miniſters, than falſe ends; for this 
+ wall be a falſe byaſs to diforder them in their 
whole Walk: Hence they are ſolemnly charged 
to take the overſight of Chriſt's Flock, not for 
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Filth lucre: 1 Pet. 5. 3. Such Buyers and Sellers 
nis Chriſt will ere long come and Whip ove of his 
ed Temple. Neither muſt their own Applauſe 
ird. and Repute govern them. It was part of Lu- 
bers Litany, for the Church, A Doctore Glirio- 
%, Good Lord deliver us. It was the Apo- 
ſtles profeſſion, that of men they ſought not Glo- 
tr, 1 Tbeſ. 2. 6. And it was the high Commen- 
1 ation given by Paul of Timoth), Thil. 2. 20, 21. 
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I have no mas like-minded, who will naturally care 
for your ſtate. For all ſeek their own, and not the 


things that are Feſus Chriſts. Chriſt's Servants if 


faichful, muſt be inſpired with purity of in- 
tention in their Diſpenſation of the Means of 
Grace: They muſt imitate the good example 
of the ancient Stewards of the Myſteries of 


God; who could ſay, as 2 Cor. 4. 5. We preach. 


not our ſelves, but Feſus Chriſt tbe Lord, and our 


ſelves your Servants for Chriſfts ſake, Thus Fi- 


delity requires that they have the Honour of 


God, and the Eternal Salvation of Souls, al- 


Ways in their Laſt View ; and then all their En- 
deavours will be levelled to promote theſe bleſ- 
ſed deſigns : and this will not permit them to 
debaſe their Heavenly Calling to mean, earthly de- 
ſigns: If they be faithful, they will be jealous 
for the Glory of Chriſt; & thirſt after Souls, (a) 
travail in birth with them till Chriſt be formed 
in them: They will Preach, Pray, Reprove, 
Exhort, and Perſwade, as thoſe that have a juſt 
ſence of the value of Souls, and of that weight 


of fin and miſery that lies upon them; and as 
reſolved to do all that they can to reſcue them 
from Everlaſting Burnings, and lead them to 
the Kingdom of Unperiſhing Glory. Thus 
with the Flames of Zeal and Love, and with 
the ſtrength of unbroken reſolution, they muſt 


proſecute their Maſters Work ; that they 'may 


n 
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ſave Sinners from Death, enlarge the Kingdom, 
and extend the Empire of Chriſt over the loſt 

*Rebel Sens of Adam. © © 5 
2. Fidelity requires the Servants of Chriſt to 

flurniſh their own minds with a ſuitable mea- 
| ſure of Divine Knowledge. (a) The Priefts lips are 

to preſerve knowledge, and we muſt ask the law at 

. bis mouth, Miniſters are appointed Guides to 
direct loſt Souls to Glory: but if the blind lead 
the blind, the iſſue will be unſafe; they may both 
expect to fall into the pit of Everlaſting Dark- 
neſs. An Ignorant Miniſter cannot be faith- 
ful: A Sun without Light, is not a greater So- 
Izciſm, than ſuch an one: He muſt know 
every part of his duty, otherwiſe He can- 
not do it faithfully. Evangelical Paſtors are to 
be Ready Scribes, well inſtructed for the King- 
dom of Heaven ; they are to be like the good 
Hoaſholder that brings out of his treaſure things 
new and old. Mat. 13. F2. It is not a ſmall de- 
= gree of knowledge that will be ſufficient to 
© qualify a perſon for the faithful diſcharge of 
is = the Minifterial Office. There muſt be a conſi- 

© derable acquaintance with the Learned Tongues, 
and Liberal Arts, which are ſubſervient to Di- 
vinity; And a good Divine will make it his 


* 
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th great care to transfer the ſpoils of other Arts, 
uit do the Service of the Temple. It was a Bar- 
ay barous Age when there was reaſon of that com- 
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34 The Reverend Mr. Samuel Willard's 

- .plaint, viz. Græce noſe ſuſpectum Erat, Hebraice 
prope Hereticum ; and ſuch ignorance will make 
it a dark Day with the Church of God: It will 

be cover'd with Clouds of Error & Ignorance. 

It was a Comprehenſive Petition which was 
once made by a Grave Divine, when taking 

his farewell, for his bereav'd Flock, viz. That 
God would not leave them under the influence 

of a Dark Lanthorn, nor yet under the falſe light 
of an Erratick Fire; which would bewilder them 

in the by-paths of ſimplicity. Miniſterial Fi- 
delity will engage perſons to uſe utmoſt care 
to be neither of theſe ; that the light they give | 
may not be faint thro' want of due knowledge,: 
nor falſe thro Error. nn oe 

This Knowledge muſt be attained in an | 
ordinary way, by much Study, Meditation f 
and Prayer: For we are not born with it: p. 
Nor in this Age can we expect to be qualify'd h. 
for this Work by a Miraculous Deſcent of D 
the HOLITI GHOST in Tongues of fire, 
which was the priviledge of the Apoſtles 
on the Day of Pentecoſf. We may not without 
daring preſumption depend on Extraordinary 
Viſions, nor Immediate Inſpiration ; but on the 
bleſſing of God on our Endeayours. This 
Faithfulneſs muſt govern us in our Study, 
as well as in the Pulpit. - And the care any 
take to accompliſh themſelves with knowledge 
to an uncommon degree, is to be eſteemed true 
fidelity co thoſe under their n 
. ;; ͥͤĩ Q ole 
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whoſe Service they are thus preparing them- 


ſelves for. All Miniſters ſhould labour to de- 


| ſerve the Character of Apollos, a man Elcquent, 
| and mighty in the Scriptures: They ſhould fear 
to run like Abimaax, on a Meſilage, without 


ſuitable tidings to carry co a people. They 


that are faichful will dread that Charge, 1 Tim. 


I. 7. who are deſirous 10 be teachers of others, un- 


derſtanding neither what they ſay, nor whereof they 


4 ffirm. 
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rue 
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0 3. Fidelity requires that they keep not back 


any part of the Counſel of God from their Flock. 


A Steward cannot be faithful, if he with- hold 
any part of that portion, which belongs to the 


Servants of the Family: What Chriſt has ap- 


ointed for them, they muſt give them in due 
eaſon. The Holy Scriptures are a Sacred Re- 
poſitory ef Divine Truths; they are compre- 
henſive of all Articles of Faith, and Rules of 


Duty; and theſe muſt be open d. The Truth 


as it is in] ESUsS, is perfective of the Underſtand- 
ing in Divine Knowledge, and Directive of the 
Chriſtians practice: And no eſſential part of 


this can be concealed, without the guilt of S2 


criledge to God, and Tnjuftice to the Souls of 
men; and both will infer unfaichfulneſs. The 
great deſign of Divine Revelation, is to retrieve 
dinners from their ſtate of fin and miſery, 
ind advance them to a ſtate of Holineſs, and 
ompleat Bleſſedneſs : The whole Counſel cf 
od is of Service to carry on this defign cfG 5 5 
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16 The Reverend Mr. Samuel Willard's 
It is to this end requifite that men be "i 
informed what was that ſtate of Honour, Ho- 
lineſs and Perfection, in which Man was at firſt 
Created; How he was placed at the Head of 
the Viſible Creation, as Lord of the Lower 
World; How bright with the Beauty of Holi- 
neſs, and Glory of the Divine Image, and what 
| happineſs he ſtood a Candidate for. They muſt 
be acquainted how this glorious Sen of the 
Morning is fallen, his pomp and glory laid in 
the duſt: How he revolted from God as his 
Sovereign Lord, and Supream Good; and put 
himſelf under a foreign Juriſdiction : What per- 
manent Depravation and diſorder in all his po- 
wers is contracted ; What impotency has inva- 1 
ded his Nature, and what Treaſures of Divine 
Wrath he is become Heir of; How the Infet- | ! 
ion and Pollution, together with the guile of f 
Fc firft tranſgreſſton is intailed as a curſed In- f 
Heritance upon all the Progeny of Apoſtate man. n 
They muſt be inſtructed in the bleſſed defign 
of God to raiſe up, out of the corrupt maſs, & | 
rubbiſh of the Apoſtacy, ſome Glorious Monu- 
ments to illuſtrate the Honour of Sovereign 
_ Grace : The method in which this great affair 
was carried on to ſucceſs, according to the In- 
fallible Counſel of God: The Scheme of A- 
poſtate mans Recovery, which was projected, 
and methodized by Unerring Wiſdom ; How all 
the Divine Attributes herein meet in an adorable Mo 
Harmony, and have à fayourable aſpect ley * 
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led, explained and ſet in a proper light. There 


the GODHEAD do concur in this Deſign ; and 
what part of mans Salvation is in the Word of 
God aſſigned to the diſtin Agency of each 
Perſon. Miniſterial Fidelity requires a Decla- 


ration of the nature of man's Redemption, the 


method in which it was impetrated, and muſt be 


apply d. To this end Sinners muſt be infor- 
med in the Doctrine of Chriſt's Perſon, who 
was true God, and real man; In the Doctrine 
of his Offices; in the truth, neceſlity and per- 
fection of his Satisfaction, and the prevalency 


J of his Interceſſion In the extent and power of 
| his Government ; in the light and wiſdom of 


fice of the Bleſſed Spirit: In the nature and 
neceſſity of Regeneration, without which there 
can be no application of Redemption to Cap- 
J VVV 

The tenour of the Covenant of Reconcilia- 
tion muſt be laid open; the duties it enjoins, 


air the demands it makes of Sinners, the Bleſſings 
it offers; and the inſeparable connexion be- 


-—2ween the duties and promiſes of this Covenant 
nmuſt be declared: And the nature, deſign and 
Import of the Seals of the Covenant, Baptiſm, 
nd the Lords-Supper, muſt be unfolded. © 
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to 


guilty man; muſt be, as far as is clearly revea- 


muſt be a diſcovery how the Three Perſons in 


his Inſtructions. To this end they muſt be in- 
ſtructed in the Doctrine of the Perſon and Of- 


ne, The Servants of Chriſt muſt labour 
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28 The Reverend Mr. Samuel Willard's 


to give Sinners à true view of the UNSEEN 
WORLD: They muſt ſet before them Future 
Miſery in its Reality, Extremity, and Intermi- 
nable Duration: And Future Bleſſedneſs in its 
Fullneſs and Certainty, Excellency and Eter- 
nity. Thus Fidelity requires that Articles of 
Faith, and Rules of Life, Promiſes and Threat - 
nings, be diſpenſed according to Divine Reve- 
lation: And this gave the Apoſtle Paul bold- 
neſs in making his Appeal to thoſe that had been 
under his Tuition, and to take his Leave of 
them with this ſolemn addreſs. Ye know--- How 
I kept back. nothing that was profitable unto o: 
wherefare I take you to record this day, that J am 
PURE from the BLOOD S all nen; for I bave 
not ſhunned to declare unto you all the COUNSEL 
of God, Acts 20. 20. and 26, 27. 5 
4. Fidtity requires that Miniſters deliver no- 
thing as the Counſel of God, but what they 
are fully perſwaded is ſo. Miniſters are Chritt's 
(4) Ambaſſadors, and the Fidelity of ſuch re- 
| quires, that they deliver no Meſſage in their 
| Maſters Name, but what their Commiſſion di- 
rects to, and will bear them out in. And their þ 
CTCommiſſion runs thus. Mat. 28. 20. Go teach all 
| Nation to obſerve all things that I have comman- | 
ded you. They are (b) Stewards, and as ſuch, 
muſt bring forth and diſpenſe nothing but what 
their LORD has committed to them. They are 
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Funeral SERMON. © 298 


(a) Watchmen, and are bound to receive the 


N 


re | Word at CHRIST's mouth, and to warn Sinners 
- from Him Hence they cannot be faithful in 


its delivering any thing in the Name of their Great 
er- | Maſter, but what they have received from him. 
of Þ| The contrary would be ta abuſe his NAME 
at · and AUTHORITY ; to fix his Royal Stamp up- 


ve- on their own Wares. They muſt not therefore 
old- be wile in their Adminiſtrations above what is 
een | written ; but muſt have all their Doctrines ap- 
e of proved by the Law and by the Teſtimony. It is 
How Þ a Divine and Apoſtolick Canon, 1 Per 4, 11. 
50 3 = any man ſpeak, let him ſpeak, as becomes the Ora- 
am Þ cles of God; ite. what is agreeable to the Form 
[ bave of ſound words there laid down; and the Ana- 


NSEL | logy.of Faith there delivered to the Saints. Their 
Doctrine muſt contain nothing as Divine, but 
er no- what can be proved, either by Expreſs Scrip- 
- they ture, or by juſt and neceſſary Conſequence 
Zhrilt's Where-from. They muſt not make mere Arti- 
ich re- les of Faith, nor Rules of Duty, than the Goſpel 
n their has made: And what they deliver muſt be on- 
ion di- iy with the fame degree of Certainty, that they 
ad their tand in the Oracles of Heaven: Doubtful 
teach all things mutt be delivered only as Doubtful; 
comman- Pertain, as Undoubted: What are doubtfully 
as ſuch, ue, or undoubtedly falſe, will but ill become 
but what e Mouth of an Ambaſſador of the God of 
They are Fruth. They muſt not think to refine Goſpel 
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come with a, THUS SAITH THE LORD. 


30 The Reverend Mr. Samuel Willard's 
Truths; or blend them with their own miſta- 
ken vain Conje@ures ; which will make a med- 
ley no way wholeſome to the Souls of men. 
And indeed nothing has been more injurious . 

to the Church of Chriſt, than for perſons of the 

Sacred Character to publiſh their own Whims, 
the freaks of wild Enthuſiaſm andthe Rants of an 

over-heated Imagination for the Unerring 
Counſels of Heaven. Firſt to form a Module of 
Notions in their own heads, and then to ſtrain” 
_ Scripture to approve their preconceiv'd Schemes, 
to torture it to confeſs truths it is a ſtranger. 
to; this is every way unworthy the Character 
of a Goſpel Miniſter, and is moſt prejudicial to. 
the Sacred Intereſt of the Goſpel: Fidelity 
commands here a Caution; how elſe can they 


F. It requires that they Employ all their Ta- 
lents in this Work. Our great Lord has diſtribu- 
ted his Talents among his Servants with an admi- 
rable variety according to his Sovereign pleaſure : 
and none has reaſon of juſt Complaint ; for he 
is Lord of his own, and is a debtor to no man. 
() There are Diverſities of Gifts, tho the ſame Wt! 
Spirit. Some enjoy Gifts more Excellent as to po 
Nature & Kind, more as to Number, and greater fai 
as to Degree, than others. (H) One Servant has but 

One Talent, and another two, and a third five. th 
There is a great difference as to the Natural Ar 


8 


(a) 1 Cor. 1247. - (0 Mat. 45. 1 ; 4 
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Funeral SERMON. 31 
and Acquired Abilities of Chriſts Servants; an d 
as to Grace as well as Gifts. All the Stars that 
appear in the Firmament of the Church, are not 
of equal A. gnitude, nor do they ſhine with equal 
brightneſs. There is a vaſt difference as to the 
Opportunities of Exerciſing theſe different En- 
dowments, which ariſes from their feveral Sta- 
tions, or parts of the Vineyard they are Set to 
labour in. There is a great difference alſo as to 
their Name, and repute in the World, and con- 
ſequently, as to their Intereſt, Influence, and 
Authority over others. Now all theſe are im- 
proveable' in their Maſters Service, which they 
are to Oceupy for his Honour, till He come. 
And they cannot be Faithful if they do not im- 
prove all theſe, in their juſt proportion, to the 
. Radvancement of the great Work they are En- 
a= gaged in. For to whom God has given much, He 
zu- requires the more. (a) God expects a proportion 
mi- petween mens Receipts and Returns. Hence it 
re: is not ſufficient for one Servant to ſay, he does 
he {Ws much as ſome others, who are undoubtedly 
nan. faithful, whereas he onght to do more Service 
ame than they, who have not equal Ability and Op- 
as to Portunity. He that has but two Talents will be 
ater faithful, if there-with he gaineth but two; but 
- but de that hath five will be unfaithful if he gain- 
five. th not five more. Their Work is ſo Excellent, 
rural Ar d difficult, that it deſerves and needs the great- 
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| 3 . The Reverend Mr. Samuel Willard's 
eſt Abilities. The moſt Exalted Capacities will 
here find Employ, more than they will be able 


to goe thro'; tho their Knowledge was as quick 
and extenſive as the Intuitions of Angels. None 
of their Talents are to lye by without improve- 


ment; none muſt be imbezled, or miſplaced 


upon other things, neither upon affairs of State, 
nor Trade. For tho' men may not be able to 


charge them with neglect of their duty, yet they 


will fall under the charge of Chriſt, who has 


given them their Abilities. 


All the Talents committed to the Miniſters of 


Chriſt are conſecrated to the Service of Chriſt 
in his Church: and what is it leſs than Sacriledge 


to alienate them? They muſt Employ them in 
proportion to what they have received, if they. 
expect the EUGE at laſt from the Mouth of 


Welke: Well Gong good and faithful Servants. 


6. It requires. the 'ereateſt Impartiality in all 
their Adminiſtrations. Partiality is a Crime of 


unpardonable Guilt in Civil Rulers, but of a 5 
much heavier Imputation in Eccleſiaſtical. 10 
have reſpect of Perſons argues Injuſtice, and in- by 
fers Unfaithfulneſs. Miniſters ihould imitate | 
their Lord and Judge, who is (a) no Fenway 5 


of Perſons; before whom the Poor and Rich, ' "i 0 


Level. Indeed as to the Manner of — 4 
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the Baſe and Honourable ſtand upon the ſame 7 
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in the ſame Narrow Way, if ever they arrive 
ſafe at the Port of Bleſſedneſs. The Goſpel has 
% vot made that Sin in the Poor, which is not 
[ & eris Paribus) in the Rich. F All Souls are of 
„ Equal price in the Sight of Chriſt, and ought to 
be ſo in ours. Hence with what Awfulneſs and 
FF Majeſty is that charge given; 1 Lim. f. 21. I 


1 


f ebarge thee before God, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
Fleck Angels, tbat tbou obſer ve tbeſe things, wit heut 
n Preferring One before another; doing nothing by Par>, 
 _ Fiality, They muſt not be byaſt by favour and. 
affection, in their Maſters cauſe ; They mutt. 
fearch every Wound to the bottom, and bear 
witneſs againſt the Sins of all in their Admini- 
11 tration of Cenſures and Reproofs. It will be 
their honour and duty to approve themſelves 
„dhe true Sons of Levi; (a) who faid ro bis Fa- 
0 tber and to bis Mother, I hade not ſeen bim; nei 
3 155 ther did he acknowledge his Brethren, nor knew bis 
te bun Children ; that he might obſerve Gods 
= Word, and keep his Covenant. The practice 
h of the Apoſtles muſt be their Rule. (0 They 
ne muſt Warn every man of his danger, and Teach 
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wan W8 Buty; that every mam may be 
med at Taft Perfect in Chi. © 
J. It requires Unwearied Application, and Un- 
fainting R ſolation in the Diſcharge of the duties 
Ff their Poſt. The Honour of their Lord, the 
| Fxcellency of Immortal Souls, that are in the 
F-..- make of Eternal Perdicion, the ſolemn 
Charge chey are under, and the ſtrict account 
they muſt live in expectation of, do demand, 
and are pre ſſing arguments to move them to 
| the greateſt warchfulneſs, diligence and con- 
{ ttancy in their work. The neccflicies of their 
Flock do importune and challenge this of them. 
Without this application they can have no good 
| roſpect that their work will be crowned with. 
| uccefs; but have reaſon to fear left their la- 
bour ſhould be under che blaſt of Heaven. Sloth 
|| and negligence is inconſiſtent with Fidelity, 
| | Io do the work of the Lord N:g(ip-nrly, is ro do 
| 


- 


it D-ceitfully ; and ſuch as are thus guilty, will þ 
never fullfil their Miniſtry, It has been fairh- | 
fully obſerved by * a Great Di- 
| Or. Bater.  yine, what à vaſt difference there 
I is between the work of an Artificer and a Mi- 
3 nifter : The Starnary with long labour cuts 
© the Marble to form it into 2a noble Image, but 
| me leaves his work at his pleaſure ; and when M 
"he reſumes it, the Matter being durable, it is | 
in the fame ſtate towards fintfhing, as when 
© he left it. But: it is not ſo with the hearts of 
men, which Miniſters arg at work upon. 2 
— * Ry 
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World and Devil are joyned in a curſed Con- 
cert to ruine their work, and to deface all good 
impreſſions that at any time are made upon the 
hearts of their People: And their diligence, 15 
equal to their policy and malignity in counter» 
working Chriſts Labourers. Worldly cares and 
carnal pleaſures eaſily divert the thoughts of 
the awakened Soul, and ſo damp and ſtifle the 
Convictions, with great difficulty and labour 
wVrought within them: Satan like a Bird of 


| Prey watches the ſeed of the Word as foon as 

= ſown, and picks it up, that it may not take root; 
15 and is ready to ſow tares in the room of good 

1 Seed. The greateſt diligence and watchful- | 

1 neſs is neceſſary to prevent his ill deſigns. By . 

25 floth and negligence there is advantage given | 

h to the Evil One: while the Labourer ſtept, rhe 

7 Enemy ſoweth Tares, Mat. 13. 25. When a Holy 

4 Spark is ſtruck into the Soul, either by publick 

11 or private addreſſes ; and ſeems to have taken 

* hold, how ſoon is it quenched? Good reſolu- 

1 tions are eaſily dampt; devout deſires and af-. 

bib fections chill'd ; and the Heart that ſeem'd to 

1. melt and flow at the Preſence of God in an Or- 

5K dinanee, js often by the next Qrdinance grown: 


as hard as the adamant; And thus the work of 

 Chriſts Miniſters, is often undone, nay, goes 

backward, rather than forward. And what re- 

ſolution and pains are enough to withſtand and 

vanguiſh this oppoſition, and carry on the de- 

fired & Work to r ee, * : 
1 8 e 
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36 The Reverend Mr. Samuel Willard's 
the work is like to be left undone, unleſs God's 
Servants are patient, unwearied, & faint not in 
their labours. Hence the Apoſtle with the 
greateſt ſolemnity, and authority lays this charge 
upon them, 2 Tim. J. 1,2. I charge rhee befere 
the! Lord Feſus Chriſt, abo fhall judge the Duick and 


Dead at lis Appearence and Kingdom, Preach the | 


Mord, be inſtant in Neuſon, and out of ſeafon, reprove, 


. FebuRe, exbort with oll long-ſuffering and doctrine. 
_ This diligence and application muſt be exerei= | 
ſod in their preparations for their publick Dif. 
penſations; without which they can't well |] 
expect to proſper. It was an awful 


* Mr. ste. word ſpoken * by an Excellent Per- 
* ſon, whote praiſe has been tbro'oõuʒt 
theſe Churches: viz. God will cnrſe that 

© mans Labours, who lambers up and down in 


*the World all the week; and then on Satur- 


© day afternoon goes to his Study. + 
There muſt be alſo the Exerciſe of an inde- 
fatigable Spiric in all their applications to their 


Flock, if they would maintain their Fidelity, | 
They muſt give way to: no-diſcouragements. | 
Want of ſucceſs ard reproach, hopes and fears 
muſt not move them from their duty. No pre- 
ſent Evil, or Advantage muſt prevail upon them 
to ſtand ſtill, and ſee the Truths of the Goſpel 


undermined, or adulterated; but muſt coura- 
giouſly make head againſt the moſt popular 


Errors, and common Immoralities, in the face 


of the greateſt out ward danger. Truths mult 
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not be concealed, nor the ſtrictneſs of Golpel * 
precepts relaxed, to gain the favour of men, f 
What figure ſoever ; for thus their truſt would 
be becrayed. The Temper and Reſolution of 
the Apoſtle will well become every Servant in 
| Chriſt's Family. Acts 20. 24. None of theſe things 
dove me, neither count I my life dear to wy ſelf, {0 
= that I may finiſh my Courſe with joy, aud the Mini- 
1 ſtry that I bave rereived of the Lord Feſus. This 
| Reſolution and Application to their work is 
neceſſary, that they may ſtand before Chriſt's 
* Tribunal Pare from the Blood of Souls.  _ 
4 (2.) Pradence is another Vertue that is a ne- 
CcCe⁵ſſary qualification of theStewards overChriſt's, 


. Houſhold, which muſt be exerciſed in the diſ- 
* charge of every part of their Function. They 
: muſt be Wiſe, as well as Faitbful: This is a per- 
„ fection, dy which we not only conſider and 
* | judge aright of things in their general nature, 
5 and underſtand Truth and Error, Vertue and 
* Vice; but alſo it enables totake a view of thipgs 
# in cheir various circumſtances, and to form à 
8 | right judgment of particular caſes, and well to 
5 determine what is moſt fir, proper, and expe- 
88 dient to be done in that variety of Caſes, which 
A are to be expected when we come to practice. 
el When the right end is fixed, Wiſdom direds in 
5 the choice of thoſe means that are beſt adapted 
5 to attain the deſign; Ang agreeably, * the 
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* The Nebebend h: Shane Willard's 
| _Chief among the School-ttien define Wiſdom 
| o be Recta Ratio Agibilium. A due knowledge 
i ow to conduct our ſelves in the performance 
| of thoſe. things which are incumbent on us; 
| ſo that our work may ſucceed. The Wiſe- 
man has more intelligibly deſcribed this Ver= 
| tue to the ſame purpoſe : (a) The wiſdom of the 
1 rudent i to under ſtand bis way, and (b) Wiſdom is 
1 17 to direct. Carnal Policy, or Serpen- 

tine Subtilty, if not temper'd with a Dove like 

{nnocency, are not an Ornament, but a re- 

; proach to an Ambaſſador of the King of Hea- 
| vet. There are vile arts of inſinuation, which 
uit well enough the Character of the Emiſſaries 
of Hell, who are cunning to deceive; which muſt _ 
not be accounted any part of the Character of 
| the Miniſters of Truth, who muſt be w/e to win 
Fouls. They muſt not only confider what is 
duty, but alſo in what merhod this may be done 
to the . greateſt ſucceſs. Prudence includes 
great Præcaution to obviate difficulties, and evils 
that may threaten their work with unſucceſs- 
falneſs ;. and Sagacity to eſpy and improve all 
| adyantages to carry on their laudable deſigns. 
It is impoſſible for me fully to ſet forth this 
vertue in its nature, excellency and power; or 
in that influence it ought to have upon this 
Sacred Order of men, in their faithful diſcharge 
of the duties of their Place. T ſhall only hint 
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Feral S RAO N. 3 
at a few Cardinal points, to which Miniſterial 
Prudence muſt always have fefpect, vx. 


% 


1. Miniſterial Wiſdom' muſt be Exerciſed in a 

Iuitable Care and Caution not to. Expoſe 'theic 
Character to Contempt. There is ayult Revenge 

- due to the Character of God's Ambaſſadors, 
1 which cannot be loſt e 007 ge rpinss, 
s do their Maſters Service. Pew People are W 
— Aletaphyſical as to abſttadt the Calin from che 
* || Perſon: to conte the Perſon of a Miniiter, & 
- || yet reverence his, Office. It muſt be allowed 
> | therefore as a ſtanding Maxim of Wiſdom, the 
1 "Miniſters:\muſt be careful. to M Aintain that Re- 
$ verence, which is due to , thei for their Work 
t . fake. Indeed many times Vile and Prefliggte 
f . | men will load them with contetupt tho they art 
f ; 
$ 
- 
© 
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never fo circumſpect: Their very Character 8 
enough to Expeſc them to the {corn and banter. 
of ſame, whoſe Vices have ſunk them below the 
vileſt parts of the Creation, who are loft to al 
, {ſenſe of what is virtuous, good and ſacred, 
= | But they muſt be careful not to deſerve ſuch : 
1 rude treatment. That by their fooliſh unguard- 
1 ed Converſation, they do not invite the Profang 
s | to ridicule and infult chem. And it muſt be ac= _ 
r _ knowlegged that they are the Criminal Occa- 
s +  fions too often of that Contempt and Indignity 
e || whichis caſt on them. Hence we have thatad- 
= vice given to Tiius, and to every Miniſter in hun, 
Tit. 2. 15. Let no man deſpiſe thee. Which Pre- 
Fept muß be oblſerved by avoiding every thing 
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40 =. he Reverend Mr. Samuel Willard's 
cat will make them appear Vile, Mean & Lite 
In che eye ofthe World. And this Prudence is 


to be ſeen TO ASI . 
Io this End Prudence directs and requires 
| Minifters to avoid Vice and Immorality, For this 
Will wound the beſt Reputation, and Expoſe to 
Contempt. And renders theſe Servants of God 


| in 4 peculiar manner Vile. Thus Eli's Sons ren- 
] dred themſelves Vile. This will darken the 
LIGHTS of the World ; and render the SALT 
of the Earth inſipid; and no Wonder then they 


JJJJö;. 
I To this End they muſt take heed of Ignorance. 
| xtiowledge is a good Medium to preſeve their 
| Charadter; but Ignorance will render them con- 
1 temptible in che Eyes of Good and Bad. This | 
| may ſometimes be from want of Natural Abili- 
| Ties; and the defects of Nature are not to be 
| Expoſed, but Pitied, But this defect ſhould keep 
Ri them from invading that Office, where Know- 
| ledge is necellary ; and Ignorance challenges 
[| Contempr, being Expoſed to open view. There 
zs good inftrytion in that Admonition that 
dropt from a Witty Pen, © If Owls would not 
© be-hooted at, let chem keep cloſe within the 
* Tree, and not Perch upon the upper bows. _ 
Again, To this End Wiſdom directs to avoid 
every thing that will argue a Serwility of Temper : 
All Sordid Complyances wich men of Corrupt 
Affections. They muſt take heed not to uſe any 


» 


Mean Acts of flattery to inſinuate themſelyesinco 
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the favour of Men. They muſt not ſtoop to 
5s  Uuny thing below theDignity of their Station, to 
geain the Eſteem of the World. All Methods of 
- ' Diſſimulation and Flattery argue a mean and lit+ , 
| tleSpirir, which is the proper object of Contempt. 
Thus they muſt Watch againſt every thing that 
is contrary to true Genereſity, or Greatneſs of Soul, 
which ſhould appear in their whole Deport- 
ment; and which will make them Venerable in 
the Eyes of the World. They muſt avoid all 
Actions that will argue them to be under the 
influence of Narrow and Stingy Principles. Fear 
and Cowardiſe, an immoderate Opinion of, and 
| Fondnefs for the Pomp and Grandeur of the 
F World; Too nice a regard to circumſtances, & 
Shadows, and a diſregard of Subſtantial Realities, 
will Tarniſh the Glory of the brighteſt Cha- 
' racter, and invite the Contempt due to a Little 
JJ... one Ennio, 3, 
| "To this End they muſt be careful not to go to 
_theUrmoP Limits of what is Lawful. What others 
may do without Scandal and Reproach, Mini- 
| fters many times may not without Exygſing their 
| @Ebaradfer. Thus alſo all affectation, affected at 
Modes of Speech, Geſture, &. And a Spirit of 
Popularity are to be ſhun d, if they would ob- 
1 ſerve the Rules of true Prudence: For all theſe 
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: debaſe the High Calling of the Miniſtry, and de- 
( oy that Reſpect and Reverence, which is 
I *equilie to a ſuccesful diſcharge of their Office. 
0 . dy. 
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FT Jt The Reben Mr. Samuel Willard's 
i: 1 2. Prudence muſt be Exerciſed in forming a 
1 Night Fudg ment of Things, Perſens, and Seaſons, for 


the more Succesful diſcharge of:the ſeveral parts 


of their Truſt,” There is à great variety of Cir- 


cumſtances which may have an aſpect upon each 


There muſt be a tight Judgment of Actions 
and Things, The Apoſtle layes it down as a ne- 
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 Honldbe made according to the value, and rate 


Fundamental, without which neither Grace here, 
nor Glory hereafter can be Expected ; other 
things are Circumſtantial: Some things are Du- 


are the Weightier Matters of the Law, other things 
are but as the Tithings of Mint & Cummin : Some 
| are Gnarts, others Camels ; Some are Moats, and 
1 others Beams, as our Saviour calls them: Some 


— 


the Moral denomination of Actions, and eſpeci- 
Aly as to their degree, does depend upon cir- 
cumſtances, which are Variable. Now Wiſdom 


muſt diſcern between theſe, and the judg _ 
i | | | 3 | mul 
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of theſe, which muſt be underſtood, in order to 
our catryingon/ our Work to the beſt advantage. 


ceſſary point of true Knowledge and Judgment 
to Approve the things tbat are Excellent, or which 
Liffer, Phil. 1. 10. There is a vaſt difference be- 
tween things, and without the knowledge here- 
of we can never make a Wiſe choice, which 


that things bear. Some things are Eſſential and 


ties by Divine Inftitution, other things are ſo on- 
ty from Principles of meer Prudence: Some things / 


are indiſpenſibly Neceſſary, other things are Ex- \ 
** Pro bic ad nunc. And moſt frequently ' & 
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mut conclude and determine actordingly. 
For things muſt be preſſed, infiſted on in pro- 
portion to their neceſſity and excellency. The 
want of Prudence to make this judgmept, is 
many times highly prejudicial to the Work of 
the Miniſtry. | . 
Again, there muſt be a right judgment of 
Perſons. Without this they can never divide e- 
very one his Portion aright. All r. peer to Perſons 


is not a Criminal Partiality ; but there is a conſi- 
deration of Perſons, and a diſtinguiſhing regard 
to them, which will argue no common Wiſdom 
in the diſcharge of their Paſtoral Care. There 
is a great difference in the Tempers of Perſons to 
be created with ; nay a great variety is obſerva- 
— in the Frames and Diſpoſitions of the fame 
Perſon at different Seaſons. That addreſs that 
may be ſuitable to Melt one, may Exaſperate 
another; that, which may be fit to Gain a man 
at one time, may have a tendency to Alienate 
zim at another, and to fill him with prejudice 
painſt the Truth. Every man has ſome 9us- 
ty, that renders him Acceſſable, and capable of 
| / perſwaſion, which if underſtood and wiſely ad- 
dreſſed would afford an happy proſpect of Sue 
8 ceſs. And tho' Religion will not allow Mini- 
ſters to gratify the Vitious humours of men, yet 
Wiſdom requires that care be taken to improve 
cheir tempers to the beſt advantage, to recover 
them from the Error of their Wayes. Wiſdom, 
| requires a Diftin#;on to be made between theſe 
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that ate of a different Growth and Improvement in p 


the School of Chriſt. (/) Some are-Children and 


they muſt be fed with Milt; Some are. Strong | 
Min, and they can bear Strong Meat,::(b), Some 
are Lambs in Chr ſts Flock, and theſe. muſt, be 
gathei'd with our Aims, and carryed in our Bo- 
ſomes ; Some are with N ung; and theſe, muſt, be 
led with great tenderneſs, gentleneſs and com- 
paſſion. There js a great difference in the 


diſeaſes that Chriſts Flock may be infected 


with z which requires a different application. 


another ; andthe obſtinate are to be ſharply re- 
proved; and the Weak to be pity ed, and by de- 
grees ſtrengthen C0. e OO 


7 


There is a difference to be obſerved between 
the Civil Characters of men, which Miniſterial 
Wiſdom directs to a due care not to make a 
breach upon in treating with them. They are 
not to be ſoothed up in any Evil wayes ; Sin 


muſt not be ſuffer d to ly upon theſe; the Rich 


and High are to be charged in the Name of 
Chriſt to perform the Duties, and ſhun the Sins, 
of their Station; their Sins are to be reproved ; 
but Prudence directs that all this be done in a 
way conſiſtent with that diſtriction that Provi- 


dence has made. Nathan in reproving David 


has Set Miniſters a Pattern to Write after. Su- 
periors muſt not be inſulted, nor expoſed to the 
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Feral SERMON. 45 
Contempt of thoſe that are under them: The 
reproofs given them muſt not be Satyr which 
will Sting, but ſuch Wiſe Re monſtrance of their 
reproveable Actions, as ſhall at once convince 
of their own Error, and the reſpect and love of 
—. m ol po 
Again, Wiſdom requires a right Diſcerning of 
Ti:nes, and to act according to a true judgment 
ne of them. It is the Character of the Wiſe man, 


ed That his heart diſcerneth tima and jueg ment, Ecelef. 
n. 8. 5. One ſeaſon may afford an happy Conjun- 
1 ction of favourahle Circumſtances, which may 
Got promiſe Chriſt's Miniſters greater ſucceſs in one 
le- part of their work, than another ſeaſon may. 

Nowa Word ſpoken in ſeaſon has its peculiar beau- 
en ty and advantage. Miniſters are not to be Time- 
1al ſer vers to promote their own ſecular deſigns ; 
2 but they muſt be Time: ſer vers in ſuiting their 
are. Diſpenfations to the advantages that every ſea- 
din ſon may peculiarly afford them to do good to 
ich Souls. A word ſeaſonable at one time may not 
255 be fo at another. Providences which are vari- 
Ins, 


ous, call for that at one time, which they do 
; not at another. And Wiſdom obligesto a righe 


n a Conſideration, and Application proper to a day 
VI-. of Adverſity, and to what is proper for a day of 
vid Profperity, There are Truths of the day to bo 
Su- open d and defended ; Errors of the day to be de- 
the, I tected and confuted ; Sin; of tb: diy to be Wit⸗ 
. neſſed againſt. And Prudence directs the Ser- 


Yants-ob-God to a regard to theſe, There are 
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ſome Seaſons more proper than others to tree 
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Immortal Souls, and in holy ardours in the Ser- 


of ſpirit in the Cauſe of Chriſt, and of periſh- 


out their own Salvation. But all is not true 
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with the ſame Perſons; and theſe muſt be 


watch d for, and improved. This point of Wiſ- 


dom Abigail critically obſerved in her treatment 
with the Churl Nabal. And to the want of 
this many times Pearls are Expoſed before Swine, 
and Holy things are thrown to Dogs. In theſe 


things therefore Miniſters are to Exerciſe a diſ- 


cerning judgment: and fo approve themſelves | 


Wiſe as well as Faithful. 


3. Prudence muſt temper, regulate and proportion 5 
the expreſſions of their Zeal. Teal is a Grace ne- 


ceſſary to every Chriſtian; and is required to 


an Eminent degree of thoſe that watch for Souls, « 


Theſe are ſtiled Angels, who are Flames of Fire: 


They are to be like them in a warm Indignati- 
on againſt Sin, in a burning love to Chriſt and 


vice of God. Lukewarmneſs and indifferency 


ing Souls, will be a reproach to their Work, 
and Maſter ; and tends to make Sinners indif- 
ferent and careleſs about the great intereſt of 
Eternity: whereas a well regulated zeal in the | 
Advocates for God and Souls, will be a proper 
medium to make Sinners ir earneſt in working 


zeal that men call ſo ; what many timgs:alſumes 
the name is but a degenerate paſſig a fury 
railcd in their own cauſe, and notLGog 
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is a fire indeed, but an unhallowed one, not 
kindled at Gods Altar, that neither came front 
Heaven, nor aſcends thither. It is therefore 
requiſite that this affection be under an holy 
Goverment ; which muſt be managed by that 
true wiſdom that comes from Above. Prudence 
muſt direct it to a Right Obje# ; for without that 
it will be a zeal not according to knowledge: 
the matter of it muſt be good; it muſt be pla- 
ced upon true Catholick Chriſtianity; and not on 
the Religion of a Party. It muſt be founded up- 
| on right and durable Principles, which right Rea- 
ner | fon, and the Holy Word of God will juſtifie ; 


74 


i” I and not built upon unaccountable Impulſes, nor 
4 2} deſigned to ſerve the Intereſts of any particular 
red 1 


I party; Prudence here is profitable to direct. 
A Again, Wiſdom will ſee that it be exerciſed 
and in ways conſiſtent with Charity and Chriſti- 
an Compaſſion; and not with the corrupt fer- 
b ment of wrath and bitterneſs to the wh 397 of 
iſh- any. It muſt alſo Regulate the Meaſure and de- 
gree of this affection. It muſt take care that it 
8 be only in proportion to the value and impor- 
t Ot | tance of the thing, about which zeal is exerci- 
| fed. It muſt not with the ſame heat be exer- 
per ciſed about Modes and diſputable Rires, as about 
king the Eſſentials of our Cbriſtian Faith, and Practice. 

he ſame degree of zeal is not due to Tithing 
Anniſe, Mint and Cummin, as to Riekreouf” 
nels, Merey and Peace, which are the weigh. 
bier matters of the Law ; and che very viealsof 
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48 The Reverend Mr. Samuel Willard's 
' and undefiled Religion. Herein therefore Wiſ. = 
dom teaches them to make a difference. in the 
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expreſſions of their zeal ; and not to es e. 


75 thing with equal heat, earneſtneſs and paſe 
1 


on. And this zeal, thus attemper'd and pro- 
portioned to the weight of objects, and accord- 
ing to theſe rules directed by Prudence, will 


help Chriſt's Ambaſſadors to carry on the Trea- 
ty f Peace with Sinners to advantage. 
4. Prudence is to direct them in the right ma- 
nagement of their addreſſes to men. And there 


is a great degree of Prudence neceſſary to the 
right ordering of the Publick Diſcourſes of 


Chriſt's Meſſengers ; That they may know 


what to ſay, and bat not ; to determine in what 
Order, Method and Manner to treat of Divine 
Truths, that they may have the beſt influence 


upon their Audience. The Underſtanding is. 


the Lerding Faculty in the Soul, under the in- 
fluence of its Light and Conduct the Will, Af. 
fections, and all the executive powers are to 
be exerciſed. Hence Religion muſt firſt in 
order of nature have poſſeſſion of this power; 
and conſequently this Faculty muſt be firſt 


informed, and Wiſdom will dire& the Servants 


of God, like wiſe Mafter Builders to lay here 


the Foundation of true Divine Knowledge. 


It will alſo iaſtruct what things are to be 


taught in the Firff Place, and what Principal 


to be inſiſted on, with greateſt frequency and 


inculeatian. It muſe direct in the Choice" of 
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if. «> a ſuitable to the ſtate and neceſſities of a Peo- 
ME Wiſdom muſt teach alſo in what Manner the 
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= | pation ; with Tenderneſs and Affection without the 
a” K”kneſs of humane Paſſion. It muſt direct in 
| "Bay the Dreſs and Lan!uage of their Diſcourſes. 


__|Kcdiſcourſed of: this latter muſt be avoided, left 
at chere be reaſon to ſay of a Diſcourſe, as the 
pPhiloſopher did of a Tragedy: It was a good 
One, if a man could have ſeen it for words. And 
is as to the Language of Diſcourſes, a difference mutt 
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n- be allow'd, and is proper on ſeveral accounts - 
One Subject will allow greater Ornament of 
Language without any oſtentation, than ano-- 
ther; an Addreſs to the Affections will admit 
that Language which may not be ſo proper 
hen the Underſtanding for its information is 
immediately apply'd to ; there is a difference 
pere allo to be allowed between one Auditory 
ind another; between common Diſcourſes, 
d fuch as are made on ſome ſpecial Occali- 
F and there is a difference between the Na- 
A and Acquired Gifts of Preachers, ſome 
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being able to ſpeak wich greater Strength, others 
with more of Ornament and Politencſs. | Now 
*Wiſdotn is to confider thefe different eircum- 
-ſtarices, to fuit the Language to the Sabjett, 
"Occaſion, and End. 

Again, This maſt direct to the beſt method 6f 
-diſcourling : This'can't be always the fame, a 
variety of Subjects to be treated on, will not 
Allow it. But Prudence will teaeh that Diſcour- 
es be made always in the moſt eafy, natural, 
and intelligible method, that the matter will 
allow. This will be not only helpful to the 
Memory in retaining, but to the Underſtanding in 
taking a juſt view of things. a 

Ia all theſe things the Wiſdom of the Heralds 7 
of the Everlaſting Goſpel is to be diſplayed, to 
8 the good Entertainment of their Mef- 3 

e. Wye 
An thus we have finiſhed the Conſideration 3 
-of their Qualifications. We. proceed to the 
"Taft thing. EE oe ns 


wr. Laſtly, We are to Confider that Diſtin- 8 
bi ug Negele what: will be given them when f 
*ehivir work is done. They all be. Bleſſed. Here 1 

two things 4 
ere ſhall obtain the Reward of Blafedneſs F 
* This their Reward 'thall- be une unt i; 2 
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1 -—© #mtral SERMON. 4 
prehends in it a perfect freedom from all diſ- 
f 1 quieting Evils, and the full poſſeſſion of all Sa- 
tisfying Good. The Nature and Excellency, of 
„ | this reward, we are not able in our preſent . 
_ = Embodied State, to take a comprehenſive view | 
of. We have not Faculties enlarged to that Ca- 
| 7 pacity, nor refined to that Purity, and Clearneſs, 
nor Exalted to that Strength and Vigour, which - 
are neceſlary to Entertain, and bear an Open 
View of Future Glory. The Object is too Vaſt 
} and Bright, and our Underſtanding too weak, 
s narrow, and earthy. A Sight of it in its true 
n beauty, brightneſs and fullneſs, would dazle, 
cConfound and overpower the mind; & Mor- 
1s tality muſt ſink under the very fight of that 
% weight of Glory. God has ſeen meet in con- 
{.  Qgeſcention to our Infirmity, to repreſent this 
5 ser the ſhadow of ſuch Earthly Things whick 
n Have molt of Profit, Pleaſure and Honour in 
he | Shem ; But after all, the Reward is Great 
And Excellent, beyond thought and expreſſion. 
This however we may be lure of is contain- 
in- Rd in it, viz, That theſe Bleſed Ones, during 
gen Meir State of Separation from the Body, ſhall 
ere de ſafely lodged by their Lord, who has che 
 *ÞEYS of the INVISIBLE WORLD, in che 
50% Faradiſe of God, a place of inconceivable Re- 
] 


h 1 eſhment ; a Place ſo bright and ſerene, as not. 
Jo need either San or Adoon to Enlighten it. 
tan Fbere they. ſhall Enjoy the happy Society of An- 
em- 5 ard Ferfected WPirits 3 a of GHRISP. 
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erciſe of the wiſeſt acts of Endearment, and in 
the higheſt. Expreſſions of mutual Love and 


Angels, every way ſuited to the Perfection of 


will be agrecable, not to a Stare o Tryal, which“ 


according to the Glory, Purity & Perfection of the 
Reſurrection Body of the Son of God. They ſhall 
appear in all circumſtances of Honour before the 


And when the affairs of this Day are finiſhed, v3 


above che viſible Heavens; and with Him En- 
der in Triumph into che City of God ; and fal, 
Kdouen wien um upon his Throne; && ſhales 
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himſelf; with whom they ſhall live in the Ex 


Friendſhip. There their Employ will be that of 


Glorify'd Saints. There they ſhall be fully freed 
from all that Sin that here infefted them 
from all thoſe fufferings that here griev'd them; 


from all thoſe Labours that here waſted their 


Spirits; from all thoſe Enemies that were here 
ſhooting their envenom'd arrows to wonnd 


( 
their peace. There the Divine Image which was 
here begun, will receive its finiſhing ſtrokes : © 4 

T 


Their knowledge will be without Error, or 
faulty Ignorance ; their Holinefs without De- 0 


&& ; their Love in its Perfection; and their | 


Joy in its Fullneſs : and all their Enjoyments 


is now over, but to a Life of Rewards. 5g 
In the Day of the Final Judgment they ſhal! 5 
appear as true CHILDREN OF THE RESUR- & 
RECTION : Their Bodies fhall be Trantigured > 


General Aſſembly of Hell, Earth an 4 Ne en 4 
they ſhall aſcend with their Glorify'd Maſter, By." 
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4 | bet FOR EVER WITH HIM to Lehold and Par- 
*% 4 take in his Glory. But after all, How ſm4ll Por- 
tion xs Known of i: | tho? more than enough to 
— | pronounce them Bleed. 35 
NM 2. The Reward of Wiſe and Faithful Mini- 
ſters ſhall be Dif ingaiſhingly Great. I am not ig- 
30 norant that the Doctrine of Degrees of Glory has 
TY 33 diſputed in the Schools. The fir mative 
ir ſeems ſo agreeable to the Principles of Right 
re Reaſon, and ſo clearly revealed in the infallible | 
nd Oracles of Truth; that to me it appears more 
„as than Problematical. The Schcolmen indeed and 
TW 27 Poctors in the Church of Rome build this upon a 
or Totten Foundation, viz. The different degrees 
de- of Merit in Good Works. But their Error ought 
«cir not to ſhake the true foundation of this Doctrine; 
neg Which appears with a clear Light in the Sure 


ich: Word of Propheſy. Here we are taught to diſtin- 

= Zailh 6 the Reward of a Prophet, and the 
hall Keward of a Righteous Man, Mat. 10. 41, 42. The 
IR. Farable of the Talents appears to aſſert & juſti- 
red different degrees cf Glory: Luke 19. 16, 17, 


the 1 „19. Where we find every Servant received 
Atom his Lord in proportion to his Improvement 

of what had been committed to him. And the 

Truth flous not from a bare Circumſtance of the 


en: | 

"BE" Farable; but from the Main Scope of it, which 
Ker, Pas to Excite Chriſtians to an Improvement of 
7 heir Talents i in proportion to what they had e- 


0 Feived ; and the Argument to engage to it is, 
* Fut their Reward. ſhall be Ereportionghiee. He that 
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gains ten Pounds ſhall be Ruler over ten Cities; 
and he that gains five ſhall Rule over five Cities. 
This Doctrine alſo is aſſerted by the Apoſtle asan | - 
Argument to engage the Corinthians to abound 5 
In Works of Charity & Liberality, 2 Cor. 9. 6. 
He that Soweth Sparingly ſhall reap Sparingly ; But 
be that Soweth Bountifully, ſhall reap Bountifully, In 
which there would be no force or motive if there 
be not a Diſtinction between the Rewards of the _ 1 
bleſſed. And this point ſeems till to be fet in 
3 fuller Light, in the x Cor 15. 41, 42. There is 
one Glory of the Sun, another of the Moon; a- 
nother Glory of the Stars; for one Star differeth . 
from another Star in Gl: So alſo is the Reſur- f 
rection of the Dead. Many other places might R 
have been brought to have given in their Teſti- tl 
mony to confirm the Doctrine afferted ; but it, 
ſeems needlefs, Scripture appears for it, and has $i 
nothing, that I know of, agaiaſt it: Nor do any C 
of the pretended Arguments againſt it ſeem to B. 
be of any force. This will not infer a real u- NI 
perfection in the bleſſedneſs of ſuch Saints as En- w. 
joy a Leg Degree of Glory. A Star is as perfect ww. 
in its order as the Sun, yet they ſhine with a dif- 0 
ferent Luſtre. And I do not at preſent ſee any @ 
Abſurdity in allowing a different Strength and 
Capacity in the bleſſed. Every Soul ſhall be 
fuil of Glory, but One may be capable to con- ful. 
_ tain more than another. Saints are not Imper- Go 
fect when they firſt Enter upon their Inheri- Cha 
dance; yet 2 growth and improvement feen po 


: = 


wie» wm | ; 


E ceaſonab! e to. be allow'd them. Knowledee j is 
an Eſſential part of their happineſs ; and inthis 
= undoubtedly they will be always making Ad- 
vances. The knowledge of Angels to be phe 
was improved by the Coming of Chriſt, and t 
Goſpel Revelation made to the Church, Eph. 5 
Io. And yet before that, they were . 
bleſſed; tho' this their increaſe of knowledgg 
3 muſt add to their Glory. 
Aszgein, This will not conclude any Impirful;- 
on in the Intereſt that the Leaſt Saint has in the 
Alerits of Cbriſt, which purchalſed this Glory, and 
che higheſt Degrees ot it. The Grace of Sancti 
Feation in this Life are the purchaſe of Chriſts 
. . Righteouſneſs ; yet there is not an Equality of 
tele conferred upon believers here. And Dif- 
it ferent Degrees of Grace in this Lite ſeem 25 INCON- 
is ſiſtent with an Equal Intereſt in che Merits of 
A Se as Different [Degrees of Gory in the Next. | 
But the Truth appears to me to lye thus. The 
- "Meritorious Obedience and Sufferings of Chrilt 
were a Refuſable Price in themlelves, which God 
0 Was at Liberty to accept or refuſe, antecedently: 
b his own Promiſe : And ſo was at liberty to 


wi f ccept it for hom, and to what Degree Ile lar 
ad neet. By free ade between the Father 
be nd Son it was agreed to be accepted for the 

n.. Tull Pardon, Juſtification and Happineſs Gi all 


er- er. s Choſen and Sanctifyed, and ior the Py 
ale ofa greater degree of Glory for ſome, thar 
res in higher degrees of 
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Holineſs. And all this may be and yet an Eqaa- 


lity be aſſerted in their Election, Adoption, and 
Fuſtification. 


Noz, if there be ſuch A gradual difference in 
the Glor 4 that ſhall be revealed in the Saints; 


Doubtleſs, thoſe that have been Wiſe and Fairh- 


ful Steward; in Gods Houſe here, will obtain a 
proportionable Exaltation in the Kingdom of 
Glory. Their Lord will diſtinguiſh them 
by Particular Marks of Honour there, as they 
have diſtinguiſhed themſelves here in Zeal and 
Fidelity in his Service, The Service they are | 
now called to is Honourable, Great, and Diff- 


cult ; the Diſcouragements they meet with, the 
Temptations they conflict with, the Self- denyal 


they muſt Exerciſe, are all Peculiarly great; if 
therefore under all they maintain their Poſt, are 


Wiſe and Faithful, their Reward will be as Peas 
liar. They are now placed in a Station of Ho- 
nour and Dignity, if they are Faithful to their 
Truft, Chriſt will not Degræde them in the other 


World. And this diſtinguiſhing Glory the Pro- 


Phet Daniel refers to, Dan. 12. 3. And they that 
are Wiſe ſhall ſhine as the Bightneſs of the Firmament ; 


and they that turn many to Righteouſneſs as the Stars * 4 
for r Ever and Ever. 


L APPLICATION. 


'USE. I. This tells us what need Gospel 


Miniſters have of che > PRESENGE OF et | 
Sek R with 


a.) 3* 


4 1 
BY 
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with them. To Rule and Feed Chriſt's Flock, 
is a Work, which who is ſufficient for? The 

dreadful Office of Watching, not only for their 
| own, but the Souls of others, is enough to make 
] the moft Strong and Perfect of meer men to 
tremble. And if we add to theſe the conſidera- 
1 tion of their own Weakneſs, Sins, and Imper- 
fections; the obſtinacy of Secure; Proud Sin- 
ners, that *they have to do with ; the many 
ſtrong Temptations that continually aſſault 
them, & the many circumftances of diſcourage- 
ment they are under; we muſt conclude that 
without a Superior Influence to Suſtain, Encou- 
frage, and Strengthen them, they will infalli- 
& bly faint in their Work: and reſolve with the 
Prophet to Speak no more in the Name of the 
Lord. How rich and ſweet muſt then that Pro- 
= mile of Chriſt, made to them, be? Mat. 28. 20. 
= Lo: TI am with you to the End of the World. _ 


US E. II. This aſſures us that not the Suc- 
eeß, but the Wiſdom and Fidelity of Miniſters will 
de the Meaſure of their Reward at Laſt. The 
Wife and Faithful ſhall be bleſſed, what ever 
their Succeſs be. The moſt Wiſe and Faithful 
fre not always the moſt Succeſsful. The Pro- 
phets, who were honoured with the brighteſt 
©: Viſions, were ma ny times diſpatch d in judgment, 
do blind Eyes, and harden Hearts; to a People 
1 Van uncircumciſed Ear; and to fuch as would 
1 "_ fe, A bs : e pep eee A Ges | ear 
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(e) Ezekiel, But our Text affords Encourage- 
ment: tho* their Unſuccesfulneſs may be for 
the preſent an inſupportable burden to chem, & 
may fill them with dread and horror, yet ſhall 
notRob them of the leaſt degree oftheir Reward. 


It aſſures them that their judgment i with the Lord, 


aud their Work with their God; and tho Iſrael be not 


wry they ſhall be gloricus in the Eyes of the Lord. 


And nothing ſhall abate the fulneſs of their Joy. 
USE. II. This ſets before Chrif's Labaur- 


ert the Strongeſt Motives to be diligent in their 
Maſters Vineyard. Miniſters ordinarily have 


little or nothing on this ſide Eternity to encou- 


rage them, but much on the conttary; there is 
the frowardneſs of ſome, the wickedneſs of o- 
thers, and the difficulty of their work at the beſt, 


which if fleſh and blood were confulted with, 


weuld make them lay down their Office : But 
they have a glorious Proſpect beyond the Grave. 
They have the Promiſe of a Reward: that, wall 
infinicely compenſate all they undergo. in their 
Maſters Service. And are aſſured that the Ho- 
nour done them at laſt will be in proportion to 


Lord. And ſurely the Proſpect of this is ſuffici- 
ent to inſpire them with Zeal, Courage, Vigaur 


- 
* 


and Unfainting Reſolution. 


— k —ß5iä— — —a—ĩ—]— 
LY 00 Ila. 6. 9, 10. (6) Jer, 6. 10, (e) Ezek. 33. 31,32. 


| hear but not do. Thus (a) Iſaiah, (%) Feremiahy 


their Diligence & Application to the Work oſ the 


USE 
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USE IV. This affords both Dire Fion, and 
Incentive to the People of God, in Praying for 
their Miniſters 9 3 
It directs a People to Pray that God would 
qualifie them for their work, and aſſiſt and 
proſper them in the diſcharge of it: That 
they may find Mercy to be faithful and 
wiſe in Feeding & Ruling Chriſt's Houſhold : 
that thoſe Gifts and Graces may be multiplied 
upon them; in the faichful improvement where- | 
of they may Save their own Souls, and the Souls | 


of them that bear them, RED 


|= lt affords alſo the moſt Moving Arguments to 

Engage a People to the conſtant Exerciſe of 
s |= this duty of Prayer for their Paſtors. For it 
- this be their Work, which has been now laid 


down; if theſe the Dualifications neceſſary to the 
due diſcharge of the duties of their Function 
ut then we may be ſure they need much of the 
e. Divine Preſence and Bleſſing, and much of the 
ill, Prayers of their People, as a medium to obtain 
eit thele. The very nature of their work contains 
lo- in it the moſt powerful motives and perſwaſives 
0 hereto. It tells a People that if they have any 
the dender regard to the honour of Chriſt, if any 
Love to his Spirit, if any true Compaſſion to 


# 
0 3 


aur ©} their own Souls, and the Souls of Others; it 
any reſpec and tenderneſs for Chriſt's Meſſen- 
eis, they muſt with che moſt preſſing ifa 

| &65, Contiantly addreſs ehe Throne of Grace int 
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to lift up their Hearts and Eyes with 
the greateſt efforts of Faith, and ardours of 
Devotion to God for his Blefling upon all his 


a People. They are the Purchaſe of the Death, 
"end the Gifts of the Aſcention of our Eutbrened 
Feſus. And in proportion to their value, mult, 

che loſs of chem be rated, God threatens bis 
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Let then the conſideration of theſe things 
move this 4ſſembly before the Lord this Day, 


Servants; and in eſpecial manner for that Un- 
worthy Perſon, who now addreiles you in the 
Name of the Lord. Pray wich inceſſant im- 


portunity, that God would give him a Double 
Portion of the Spirit, Gifts and Graces of his A 


cended Maſter and Father, who. has lately been 
ſnatcht from his Head ; That he may enjoy the 
Preſence of Chriſt with him, to aſſiſt & ſtreng- 
then him to his work; to make him faithful to 


Chriſt, and wiſe to win Souls; that he maß 
fulfil his Miniſtry, and give up his Account 
with joy to the Great Biſhop of Souls. Sufter 94 

therefore that addreſs made by the Apoſtle, m. 
IF. 30. Now I beſeech ou Brethren, for the Lord © 


Feſus Chriſt's ſake, and for the love of his Spirit, 


that ye ſtrive together with me, in your Frajers 10 


Ged for ME, 


ISR V Hence the Death of WISE and 


FAITHFUL MINISTERS is a great Judi ment, 


which calls for deep Reſcntmeny. Theſe are tc 
be number'd among the Fir Rate Bleſſings of 


4 Ka OY * 


a 


<a 


— 1% 8 EE. hs 


K % 
—_—_— — 
_ . . : 
£ . 5 


Funeral SERMON. 6 
People to take away the Prophet, (a) as one of 
the higheſt Expreſſions of his anger. When 
therefore he comes and executes that threatem- 
ing, he expects it be ſuitably reſented: and it 
will be laid to heart by every Soul whofe fleſh 
trembleth for fear ef God, and is afraid of bis Fudg- 


ments. | 


wa ao 


Y 9 N 


IIS neceſſarily brings me to the SORROW-= 
FUL SUBJECT, which has been the occaſion of 
my preſent Medications : To take a view of that 
Awful Rebuke of Heaven upon this Whole LAND, 
& on this CONGREG ATION in particular,in the 
| | ſudden Departure of that Eminent MAN OF 
, EF GOPD,who has been for jo long a time theLight, 
Joy and Glory of this Place: By whoſe Tranf- 
lation God has given us reaton to a great de- 
, | gree to take up that Lamentation ; The joy of 
4 ©. our heart is ceaſed, our Dance is turned into Mourn- 
= ing ; TheCrown is fallen from our beads ; For THIS 
jo our beart is faint, and our eyes are dim. 
Ilz muſt freely confeſs, I never had any fond- 
nneſs for Fuzeral Encomiums ; unleſs when Gifts 
d And Graces have been Eminent & Diſtinguiſh- 
ing; when the Honour of Chriſt the fountain 
wo. 6 7 from whence they flow'd, Juſtice to the Dead, 
d and the Good of the Living, do demand them; 
and when the Merits of the Departed leave 
uo room, at leaſt no neceſſity for the paint of 
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Memory juſtice ; and what danger Iam in of 


NY 
er 1 e ADE Cr ae CEOS — 


Fure Tam, on this preſent Melancholly Oc< 


caſion, che yuſt ſenſe I have of my own Pecu- 
liar Sbare in this Loſs, makes it more eligible to 


take my place in the Silent Train of Mourners, 
chat nothing might interrupt the Sighs & Tears 
of a wounded Spirit; than to appear in this 


Desk. But the Duties of my Station require, 
that at preſent I chain up my paſſions, ſuppreſs 


. 


my own ſorrows, and bank up the ſwelling 


Tide of Grief; that it may not diſturb me, 
while I am paying to the Memory of my Tranſ- 
lated Father, that Fuft Tribute, which all, but the 


Ignorant and Envious, will acknowledge due 
by all the Laws of Juſtice and Gratitude. 


5 am deeply ſenſible how every way Une- 
qual I am to my preſent Province, to do his 


flurring his Character by my unskilful hand. 


I have neither Art to draw his Picture, nor yet 
to ſet it, when drawn, in a true Light, that it 


may be ſeen to advantage. What Livy ſays of 
the Roman Orator, diſcourages me: That to 


give Cicero his juſt Encomium, Cicerove Lauda- 
tore opus eſt. To give a Great man his juſt 
praiſes, requires the skill of One as Great. 


However, Duty to Chriſt, whoſe Servant he 
Was, and with whoſe Gifts and Graces he was 


eonſpicuouſſy adorned; a juſt honour for the 
Memory of a Prophet of no common Figure, 
a Paſtor, Father and Friend, do conſtrain me 
to riſe up and Cal bim Bleſſed; and command 
me to Eſſay his CHARACTER, © BH B 
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ff His: DESCENT was Honourable, from a Sage 
: 'Puiriorin our Iſrael ; whofe Wiſdom afligned him 


> aa Seat ar the Council Board, and his Military | 
4 Skill, and Martial Spirit intituled him te the 
„ J Chief Place in the Fil: But in no External 
8 regard could be more Honourable than in be- 
bu ing the FATHER of fuch a SON. . 
ls In Him Bountiful Heaven was pleaſed: fo 
g Þ| caufe a Concurrence of all thoſe Natural and 
e, . 1 Moral and Spiritual Excellencies, 
8 | which are neceſſary to conſtitute a Great Man, 
he 2 profound Divine, a very conſiderable Scholar, 
ue N 0 and an Heavenly Chriſian. In the light and 
— © influence of thefe Perfections he appeared assa 
ie- 13 of the Firff Magnitude 3 in the Orb of tlie 
his. Church. 


of "I  *Fhe God of Nature was vieaſed with x Libera! : 
Hand to beſtow on him thoſe Natural Intellectu- 
yet ml Endowments, which laid the Foundation'df 


tic Great Improvement in Knowledge. And did 
s of frem his Youth præſage Uncommon Service for 
t to God and his People, which his Maſter had de- 


3 gned him for. In Natural Endowments, he 

juſt {| | Appeared as the Elder Son among many Brethren: 
_ Withefe very few, if any, could pretend to ſtand 
Pon a Level with him. The Natural Capacity 
Pr his Soul was of that Diſtinckion, that it ſeem'd 

| þ an undeniable Confutation of the Doctrine ef 

* * Ryuality of Souls; and left it no longer Pro- 

; IM 
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but moſt Correct, being Obſequious to i 
the Dictates, and kep't under the Strict Guard 
3 .of a well poiſed judgment : By which it was 
-.. reſtrained from thoſe lawleſs Luxuriances & Ex- 
travagances, which this power is Subject to, when 
it has broken looſe from the Government of a 
well-informed Underſtanding. His Appre ben ſion 
Was quick, his Reaſon bright, and his Fudgment 
exact and ſolid : which made him baniſh ſuch 
things as trivial, as were not capable of Im- 


provement to advance his Soul, either in its 
Intellectual or Moral Perfection. His Underſtand- * 
ing was of Great Proſpe& : His mind filled witin 
bright Images of things; inricht with a vaſt 7 
number of noble Ideas, and knew well their 
ſeveral Connexions, Relations and Dependen- 
Cies, how to ſeparate, and how to unite them 
in deep ſearches after Truth. He had a deep 
thought, and penetrating Sapacity to make a | 
juſt Eſtimate of things on ſudden Emergencies ; 4 
which made him juſtly Eſteem'd One of the 
Wiſeſt Men, that has been known, of his Order, 
in Our Land. His Natural Genius and Spirit 
Aeem'd ſuperior to all narrow ſelfiſh Intereſts 1 
not govern'd by Rules of Carnal Policy, nor & ! 
byaſt by private views; but appear'd almoſt 
uncapable to be under the commanding influ- * 
” ence of any thing, but what appeared Great, 
SGSood and Honourable. He had a Native A- 
d4ieſty, which continued in his advanced years, 
ſeldome known in Conjunction with Gifts et 
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Conſpicuous an Elevation 5 which might | 
em to ſome to Vail che Brightneſs of ſome of 
His Poblick Appearances ; tho' in the, Opinion 
bk others was but a Fail to his gteater Excel- 
C ˙ĩ˙Ü Ä——. ˙·˙*⅛ doacts. 
£Z Theſe Gifts of Nature in him were Advanced 
And rendred more bright by Great Improvements 
pk Hard. Study, Intimate Acquaintance with 
Many of the moſt Celebrated Authors in the 
Learned World, by long Experience and Con- 
9 ant Prayer. He was well Verſed in the Prin- | 

Fipal parts of Subſtantial Learning; Which fur- 
Fbpiſhed him with that Knowledge, which was rer. 
Imiſite for a Wiſe Maſter Builder in the Houſe and 
Temple of the Living Col. He always affected 
that Learning, which was leaſt for Pomp and 
2 entation, & moſt for Service ; theKnowledge of 
Things more than of empty Word: & Names And 
he myſt be allowed the Character of an Uncom- 
on Scbollar; If the Knowledge of thoſe things, 
Frhich perfect the Underſtanding, may be al- 
_ Jowed Worthy of the title of Learning. And I 
hinz it is High Time to teject other Knowledge, 
3 hich does not Better orilmprove the Mind, which 
dees not Profir, but only Amuſe, as Unworthy | 
et the Sperioys Title, at leaſt unfit ro IMPRO- 
WPRIATE the Name pf Learning. 
Xx Pivinity was his Favourite Study; and in the 
7 purſuit ofchis moſt Excellent & Divine Know- 
leqdge, he engaged not only from Duty, but Ingli- | 
= anon, And Excelled to an Eminent degree in the 
E WWW 
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Knowledpe'c of the moft Abfiruſe parts' of "Theo: 4 


was ableto communicate to others. Ie had a 
teſtible Arguments, and to Set them in an Ad- 
vantagious Light ; to Explain them fully, and 
Apply them with the greatelt Cloſnels, and Per- 
But this His Knowledge LY peared with a pecu- 1 
LECTURES, which if Publiſhed, would be 
found One of he belt Bodies of Dixinjey, ot 


_ of the Firſt n Skill, and Courage, 
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logy. Anda Great Divine mult of neceſſity be 
A Greer Clerk. a 
He Was 4 Fadicious Textwary. Like Apollos 
a \gn mighty in the Scripture, His common 
Publick Diſcourſes were a Demonſtration of 
this; bur efpecially thoſe Tredicious and Elaborate 
COMMENTARI S, made in the Scheel of the _ 


Prophets, upon feveral whole Books of the Divine 


CONES, remain 2s 2 Laſting Monument of this 
Skil 5 . 4x 
His Knowledge in $f NG 7 Divinity. was 
celebrated by all. Ile had. a Body of Divinit7 
well digefted in his head. And Was careful to 
hold faſt the Form of Sound Words. His Know- 
ledge was not like a Light i in a Dark Lanthorn: 
But out of the Treaſury of his Head and Heart 


great Dexterity in confirming Truth. by: Incon- 


tinency. This was obſervable in the Diſcharg e = 
of the Common Duties of Bis Paſtoral, _ 2 


liar Luſtre in his TECHE T ICAL 8 


has been known, adn 
In Controverſj he was A Champion, a, 
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Feral SERMON, 7 
was qualifyed for it by a clear Head, a cool 
Thought, and Inflexible Principles. He was 
able to weild the Sword of the Spirit to the Ter- 
> Tour of Gainſayers ; to their Confutation, tho! 
not always to their Conviction: And has once 
and again ſheathed this Sword of the Spirit in 
» the Bowels of Triumphant Errors, And was 
every way fit to be Set for the Defence of the, 
le was an Excellent Caſuiff., Where the Per-“ 
plexed and Scrupulous might have their diffi- 
cCulties Eaſed, their doubts reſolved with Safety. 
When any Caſes of Conſcience came under his 
o thought, he was wont to handle them with Wiſe: 
. - Caution, and admirable Compaſlion ; He deli- 
berated Maturely on all circumſtances, and laid 
the Whole by the Unerring Rule, and with great. 
d a judgment determined agreeablyxyx. 


6 Us 
' 


on- All that knew him, and were Competent 
© judges of his Worth, muſt do him the Henour 
d and; Juſtice, to Acknowledge theſe Gifts were 
. + Eminent in him? And theſe rendred him as 
- Capable as any man to direct the Sows of the Pro- 
= phers, and Young Divines in their-Theological Stu- 
dies; & I believe was as oft as any addreſſed to 
dn this Head. His DIRECTIONS to the Can- 
| didatts of the Miniſtry, left in the hands of many, 
are of great Value and Service, and will be à 
| Teſtimony how Safe and Skilful 2 Guide ho Was: 


I bs he wat Excelling in Gifts, o he was as 
n ll 
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468 The Reverend Mr. Samuel Willard's - 
Jeſs Eminent in the Graces of Chrift. He had A i 
Sanctifyed Heart as well as a Well Regulated, 
Logical Head; and was 2 Scholar of great Pro- 
ficiency in the 'Sqhool of Chriſt. His Graces | 
Canſecrated his Gifts, and made them appear 
with a more obſervable luſtre, with Life as well 
as Light. All the Vertues of the Divine Nature 
and Life were viſible in his Holy Walk: Which 7 
openly difcover'd his Soul to be A LIVING ©: 7 
TEMPLE of the LORD JEHOVAH, where 
his Throne was prepared, his Image ſet up, and 7 
his Spirit dwelt. | With what warm Tranſports 
of Affection and Admiration would he diſcourſe, |: 
or hear of the Wonders of Divine Grace Unveilid | * 
in the whole Method of the Redemption of , 
man? How low did he bow in profound Re- 5 
verence and Adoration of the Spotleſs Soyve- 5 
reignty of God in the Myſterious Di ſpenſati- 
ons of the Kingdom both of Grace and Provi- 
dence ? How. jealous was he in his whole Con- 
rerſation of the Honour of Sovereign Grace? 
How fearful leſt any thing ſhogld betray: it, or 
cland its Glory ? How thoughtful alſo leaſt 
Grace ſhould be abuſed unto.Wantonneſs ? And 
haw careful in all his Diſpenſations to; guard 
againſt this Myſtery of Iniquity, and ta ſgt;aus 
the: Glory of Divine Grace, .and\che Beauty of 
Holineſs in their proper Luſtre: and Admirable 
Harmony? His Zeal was what became an As 
poſtle; tho flaming in the Cauſe of Chriſt, yet 
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dience. No pretence could make him tranſ- 
greſs his own Line; and from the duties of his 
Z own Poft nothing could move him. His Spirit 
was truly Pacifick ; and could ſacrifice every 
thing but Duty for Peace: And accounted no- 
thing too dear, but Truth and Holineſs, for the 
purchaſe of it. He was a Lively Example of 
Self-denyal, and ſeperation from the World, of 
Patience under the reproaches of men, and Suf- 
ferings from God, and of Reſignation to the 
= Abſolute Supremacy of Heaven under the Darkeſt 
Diſpenſations. The moſt black. and forrowful. 
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No man had a deeper ſenſe of the Poverty, 


= Impotency and Depravation of Humane Na- 
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780 The Reverend Mr. Samuel Willard's 3 
TATIONS, penned for his own Uſe, Weich 
are left behind him. He undoubtedly lived un 
der the View of the UNSEEN WORLD, which 
He is now gone to, & is filled with the Glory of 
| Theſe Gifts and Graces in Conjunction made 'Þ 
him in a great degree Equal to the Station his W 
Lord had fixed him in. And this was the Stage pe 
on which they appeared with beauty, and ated Þ 
their Part with Glory. All that has been ſaid, 
in deſcribing the Evangelical Paſtor under the # 
Doctrine, belong to his Character: whoſe Pic- . 
ture therein I was defignedly drawing. And his f 

| Wiſdom and Fidelity in their moſt comprehenſive #8 
ſenſe, in Feeding and Ruling the Houſe of 4 

| 

; 


God, are juſtly Celebrated thro” theſe Churches. 


At 5, in his younger Years, his Maſter com- 
titted to his Paſtoral Care a Flock in a more 
obſcure part of this Wilderneſs: But ſo great a 
Light was ſoon obſerved thro” the whole Land: 
And his Lord did not deſign to bury him in obC- 
ſcurity, but to place him in a more Eminent _ 
Station, which he was qualifyed for. The 
R that occaſioned his Removal to this 

Place was an Awful Fudgment upon the whole 
Land ; yet was Eventually a Mercy in this re- 
ſpe, that it made way for the Tranſlation of || 
this Bright Star to a more Conſpicuous Orb; 
Where his Influence was more Extenfive 'and | 
Beneficial ; and in this it was a great Bleſfp to 
this Congregation, to this Tows; nay, to all Nen 
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red un. Und Impartiality, he diſcharged the duties of his 
which! Fi Office to, this Flock, GOD, CHRIST 
Ory 010% ind ANGELS are Witneſſes - and 1 doubt not 
made Hut he has received the Teſtimony ereof from 
en hi pany in the World of Perfected Spirits, who have 
Stage een Bleſſing God for him, as the Inſtrument 
acted hy whom they have been led to Glory : And I 
- ſaid, ruſt there are many yet Living, and now Stand- 
" the. g before God, who are the Seals of his Miniſtry, 
Pic. and will be his CROWN and JOY in the Day 
d his of the Lord. In his whole Miniſtry he pw bas” : 
Nive fed a true love and zeal for Chrift, and tender 
2- of Compaſſion to Immortal Souls : There was light, 
hes, heat meg life in all his Addreſſes to them, which 
© © , argued he well underſtood the worth of Souls, 
om- and had a juſt ſenſe of their miſerable Apoſtate 
ore Circumſtances. 

ta His Diſcourſes were all Elaborate, Acute and 
d: Eur - Smelt of the Lamp, & had nothing 
»b- Mean in them. His Common Sermons might 
nt Have been pronounced with Applauſe before 


he an Aſſembly of the Greateſt Divines. The 

is Matter of his Publick Diſcourſes was alwayes 
le . weighty; His Subjects well Choſen ; ſuited to 
e- the State of his Flock, and every way adapted 
f | f to make them Wiſer and Better. The Articles 
/ Faith he Opened and Confirmed ; The Du- 
d ties of Holineſs he Explained, and Enforced with 

5 che moſt powerful Arguments; and with aun 
BH Adareſ ſuited to melt the Rocky Heart, to bow 
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 Breeable to the Matter. In reſpect of both he Wh 


and with tenger Bowels to periſhing Souls. His 71 


— —— 


— p 


the Stubborn Will, to humble the proudeſt Sig: hr 


ner, and charm the deafeſt Adder. The Mans i: 


ner in which he deliver'd his Diſeourſes was a: fir 


Spoke as became the ORACLE: of GOD : 
Wich Gravity, Courage, Zeal and Priidente; * 


Language was always good; His Stile Maſcu- 
line, not Perplexed, but Faly as well as Strong. 
And when the Matter required it, no man could 
ak with a greater Pathos and Ping 115 
He ay pplyed himſelft to Wounded Conſciences with £ 
Sreat SB Faichfulnes ind Tendernefs. He 

8 earcht ther Wounds to the bottom, and made 
Application of Terrer of Comfert, as their State 
0 for, and as became a Wiſe, Tender nd 4. 
arhftl Phyſician : And he knew how to be 4 


Son of Thynder to the Secure and Hardened 5 BY 


pg 4 Son of Conſolation to the Contrite and Bro- 
ken in Spirit. 

His Publicł Pane were always Pertinent and 
Pathetigal, animated with the Spirit of Devo- 


5591 [: and in them an Uncommon Com paſs of 


bt Wot ohſervable. In the Whole: of his 
pong he was Laborious, careful to redeem time, 


| jo was inſtant in ſeaſon and our of ſeaſon in 
+ 


5 Maſters Service. CITY NTT 
His Affection & Tenderneſs to 'THIS HIS 
EAR FLOCK was ſingular. He mi ghe have 
aid with the Apoſtle, that he could Won 0 Part- 


80 Fick the 33 his own SOUL to' git 


; 75 5 * . . pe” 4 . 


| 2 


2 


louſe of Chriſt, he gave every man his Portion 


he have ealled Heaven and Earth to Record; That 
D : | he had hot ſhun' d to declare the Whole Cotnſe] 
e, TY G0, and Was Pure from the Blood of all men. 


u- - He went before this Flock as a Good She- 
: 5 © phefd; Gathering the Lambs with his Arm, car- 


is Nek he here Watch't over, Lead, Fed and 
ie þ Defended.. 92 


te © "Hs took his FAREWELL of us at the TA- 
id | BLE of the LORD; and ſhall Enjoy no more 
4 fſuch Fellowſhip with him, till we come to Eat 


Bread and Drink New Wine with Him; in our 
= Fathers Preſence. 


AND how deeply ſhould we reſent the hand 


4 of God herein Stretch't out againſt us? 


- GOD Calls this Whole People to lay. it to 
- | Heart, and to improve this Awful Providence. to 
s awaken to Repentance. | 
A 77% Removal is a Great Judgment upon the 


| Whole Land. He was a Great Bleſſing to it by 


3 

1 

4 2 Faithful Warnings, Counſels, Prayers and 
S Tears, Life and Doctrine. He was a Main Pil- 
- kr in our Building, which is Weakened by his 
-" | All; A Main Stake in our Hedge is pluck t up, 


FT * has ade a wide ade the "Wall 
Sis a 


Feet 8 E K N ½ . op 


Sap 4 * and Faithful Steward over this 


in due Seaſon. And might at his Departure 


0 bee them in Bis Boſome, and Gently driving 
[thoſe that are Vith Young t And is now gone to 
" the GREAT Sbepberd of the SHEEP ; whoſe 
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Great part of the Chariots and Horſe-men of 1 


| Myſterious Seaſon, when we were aſſaulted 2 1 


Land with Blood, and did threaten to ſong; it 2 


will make it ſo. 


the Fountain of our Tears by Afflicting us 
with the Death of ANOTHER. It is well 10 E 
the Conjunction of their Funerals. be not Por- 
tentous of further, and greater Calamities : I 8 


am ne it 1 be fo 51 it be not t Mal to heart. 
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py 1 


Wall about chis Vineyard to totter. He was 1 175 


our Ifrael' ; A Faithful Watchman, Quick to 


eſpy danger, and Faithful to Sound an Alarm: : 


And has often Warned this People of Evils Ap. 8 


proaching, and againſt their Sins the procuring 7 


Cauſe of them. He was alwayes ready to ſtand 1 | 
in the G in times of (greateſt hazard. = : 

And it ought never to be forgotten, with 8 
what Prudence, Courage and Zeal he appeared 
for the good of this People, In that Dark and 


the Inviſible World. And how Singularly In- A 


ſtrumental he was in diſcovering the Cheats # 


and Deluſions of Satan, which had ſtained our f 


with all manner of Woes. © 
It is A Critical Seaſon he is removed in; as i 


dark a Day as ever paſſed over this Land; and tc 


it is well, if it be not a Præſage of greater dark- Et 
neſs ; I am Sure the Setting of fo Bright a Star ' 


We had ſcarce wy'd'o our Eyes for the loſs of 
One * SAMUEL, but Providence opens ane 7 


is Wh 
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of It is a Humbling Reba be to the Whole Miniſtry. 


to y this Stroke of Heaven a Conſiderable part 
N 
* 


bf their Strength, Wiſdom, and Beauty is Gone; 


0 


ky 
** 


p- and a Cloud drawn over their Glory. Theit 
ng Union, which is both their Strength and Glory, 


7 


nd n the moſt Critical Seaſons, & Hours of Temp- 
kation, is well known in a great Meaſure to be 
ch owing to his Wiſdom, and Temper. And God 
ed Brant! That we may not too ſoon feel the ſad 
Effects of this blow fromHeaven upon thatOrder. 
om I cannot but here obſerve, That the Hunger 
In- Miniſters al wayes repaired to him, and found him 
ats their tender Father, their faithful Counſellor, 
dur Ture Guide, and Powerful Guardian. Theſe he 
e it Fheriſh't under his Wings, and was tender of 
. heir Perſons and good Names: And often in- 
as ferpoſed to put by thoſe Thruſts that were made 
and t Wound their Reputation ; and they have 
ark- Dow loſt the Beft Friend that Many of them 
wer had a this fide Heaven, 


ſs of His Removal is a Fronon upon the School of the 
new Prophers, which has been for ſeveral years un- 
us ger his Faithful and Prudent Inſpection. And 
it Bod has now come to the Sons of the Prophets, 
Id taken their MASTER from their Head. And 

s : I bey have Reafon to Lament afret him as Elie 
cart, did after Elzjab'; My Father, my Father, the Cha- 
e feel and the Horſemen thereof. 
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5 The Reverend Hir. Samuel Willard's 
This Judgment has the Blzckeff A/pe# upon 
this Congregation, who have long Lived under, 
and rejoyced in this Light. But this Liglit of 
our Iſrael is Quenched, or rather has quitted 


our World of Darkneſs, and is fed in a Brigh« 


_ GOD hereby tells us, that He is very angry 5 
with us 5 and expects that we ſhould ſee to 


pacify His Diſpleaſure. 


 GOD's Voice herein 4s loud to Sinners that 
have been Deaf to the Charms of this Wiſe Char- 
mer ; whole hearts have not been wounded by 


| thoſe Arrows of the Almighty which have been 


Shot by his Strong and Skilful Hand. And the 
Language of it is, that they forthwith Encline 
their Ears unto the Voice of Wiſdom,; leſt God 

withdraw his Spirit, as well as Call Home his 

Ambaſſador ; for then they will be Sealed up 

unto Ruine, and all the Reproofs and Counſels 
of his Servant will be heavy Items to Inflame 

their Reckoning. Hyg 5 

GOD calls aloud to Looſe Profeſſors, that they 

Gird up the Loyns of their Mine. 
And expects that the Beſt of us now make a 
juſt & ſorrowſul Reflection upon our Barrenneſs, | 
| In a word, This Solemn Providence ſhauld 7 

jnfluence all of us to Search and Try our Ways 

& Turn unto the Lord; leſt He go on to Smite 

us in His Wrath, and at laſt quite REMOVE Bip 

OUR CANDLESTICK, AND HIDE THE Wy 

CONN ON. OVA RAGS DH OUR 
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US E PI. 'The Conſe W of the Reward) re⸗ 
ed for ſuch, ſets before us what ſhould Mo- 
Aerate our Sorrows for the a ak of Cbriß $ 
Feta Serwants.. 

The Loſs of Such is Great; and we ſhall be 
ſtupid if we do not lay it to heart. The ve 
thought of parting with them, whom we loved 
as our own Souls, is full of Darkneſs : And their: 
actual Removal cannot but fill a ſenſible Soul 

with bitterneſs and wormwood. 

But we muſt remember, we muſt not Weep 
for them, but for our ſelves. Our Loſs is their 

Gain: They have run their Race,finiſhed their 

Courſe, and have laid hold of Eternal Life: 

| They Dyed in the Lord and are Bleſſed, The 

thoughts of what State of Happineſs they are 

. go one to, ſnould mix joy with our deepeſt grief, 

Love to them would not allow us, were it poſ- 

ſible, to pluck them out of the Arms of their Rex 

| en where they are ſolacing themſelyes; to 
call chem back to this World of Sin and Dark- 

© nels, which we our ſelves are  8foaning. for 4 


a Deliverance from. Es 
Let this therefore eons our grief 5 che 
1d Death of that Propber, over whoſe Tomb wa 
5 WH have been now dropping our Tears. 
ice *7;He is Enter d into his Maſters Joy, and is 
VE, {polled of that immarceſſable Crown of Glory, 
* J which with tie e and agony of Soul he has 
dog He! Is now free from tha 
'SEs F $2.4. nd. : ſtains 
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lity"s im His Maſters Service. 
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few days fince'was with ve Fiening: God and 
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ſtains of Sins, and pains of Suffering: He will 
never more cry out under the Weight of a Bedy 
of Death, nor ever- more be aſſaulted by the 


Grand Adverſary of Souls. His Righteous Soul N 
will be no more grieved with the impure Con» | 


Ferſation of the Wicked; nor wounded” with 


bis cen Infirmities. His Knowledge of God 


and Chriſt, his Love, Holineſs and Joy are now 


in their Perfection. The Reward he has receiv- 
ad is undoubtedly of Great Di 


zin lion, in propor- 
ligener aud Fide- 


tion to his Prudence, Zeal, 


And will not this relieve Gut inoninful 


thoughts : 2 Is it no Conſolation, for us to re- 


flect on that State of Uuſtained Purity, Perfe- 


ion, and fall Satisfaction he is advanced to? 


it no Comfort under our Sorrows, to think, 
yich what Congratulations of Triumphant Joy 
many of his Spiritual Children did welcome his 


fafe Arrival to thoſe Bright Realms of Light? 
And how all Heaven rung with new Anthems 


of Praiſe on this Occaſion '#?To' think what 


Honour was done him at his Admiſſion into 
the Heavenly City by his Loxd-Redeemer, An- 


pe, 4 and the whole Aﬀembly of the Firſt-born ? 


it no Joy to us to take a view of that Ocean 3 
of Delight pe Swims in? What Bread of Angels 
be he on? How Bright and Mafly the Crowẽon 

| tis Maſter has Hxed on his Head? Surely it 


kannot but pleaſe us to realize, that he that 2 


— 
* * 
TOTS, * 

. \ 


8 Chat i in = Dark Glaſs 45 5 0 is now 
Standing in his Maſters Preſence, and has a Sa- 
08 g, & Transforming Vie of his FACE and 
GLORY. - To conſider with what fullneſs of 
| Deſire & Satisfaction his Purify'd, Strengthen'd 
and Enlarged Powers behold the Glory. of 

God and drink down full draughts of thoſe Ri- 

vers of Truth, Goodneſs and Deli ght, that flow 
| from the LIGHT of his CON NTENANCGE : : 

I Wich what Tranſports. of Soul he flings bimlelf, 
and lays down his Crown before the THRONE 
of GOD and the LAMB ; This cannot a af⸗ 


| | ford us ſome. preſent Refreſhment, . . 84 

- Þ Do we not eie When we Cen der | 
? | what Society he is Aﬀociated with, who are moſt 
„5 MD Enowing and Friendly ; What Noble Service he 
y is Employed in: While with Angels & 8 
1s Y ed Saints, He if StiGutit ng forth HALLILU) 

t (4 to the Honour of the > LAMB —— was ho = 
ns | who Redeem'd him, and Waſhed him in his 


vat . Blood, & has nõw preſente( 


kim without SPOT. 
to | 'before the ons of God. 


n- 

n? ' Theſe thoughts ſhould in ſome RTE dry 
an up our Tears; at leaſt ſhould turn our Grief | 
gels | into the Chanel of 3 Sorrow. 

win WW 
it What Remains but that we follow this Ser- 
— a I vant of N, as he followed Chriſt: That we 
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time of our Diſſolution ſhall come, we ſhall Go 
to HIM, nay to CHRIST, Which is infinitel. 
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mitate his Love, his Faith, Holine s and Pati- 

: nce in Well doing. We bave the Same Maf- 

ter 8 erve, the Same Spirit to aſſiſt us, and 

the Sa pe Clary © to Entertain us, if we ary. faich- 
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better ; And ſhall have our part in the WORK C, 
nd REWARDS | of ou [6 hag 8 Kingdom. * 
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ELIJ AHS Tranſlation, 


Occaſion'd by the DEATH of the 
Reverend and Learned | 


M. Samver WiLLanp, 


Late Paſtor to a Church of CH RIST | 
in Boſton, and Vice-Preſident of 
Harvard Colledge in — 


By Mr. COLMAN, V. D. M. 
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þ Sing the MAN, by E Heav ns e Grace, 


The Prince of Prophets, of che Choſen Race, 
Rais'd and Accompliſht for degenerate Times 
To stem the Eb with Faith & Zeal Sublime; 
{Bo ' aſſert forſaken Truth, to Check the Rage 

| 10 Ot rampant Vice, and cure a Wicked Age. 

8 Such Times need fuch a Prophet, & in his Death 
| * quencht the Light of Hel, and their Brearb. 


„ Plain was the Saint, His Soul by Grace refin'd, 
| Lol | Bs Girdle mean, but much adorn'd his Mind: . 
25 In Face, as well as Mind, above the Toyes 

05 8 vain World, and all its Klug Joyes: 
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Sing the MAN by Hear”! ns FOES Grace, 4 
-"The Prince of Prophets, of che Choſen Race, 3 
Rais'd and Accompliſht for degenerate Times, = 
To stemthe Ebb with Faith & Zeal Sublime; ; 
aſſert forſaken Truth, to Check the Rage 
q of rampant Vice, and cure a Wicked Age. 

7 Such Times need fuch a Prophet, & in his Death 
5 'P quencht the Light of Iſrael, and their Breath. 
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„ Plain was the Saint, his Soul by Grace refnd, 
1, His Girdle mean, but much adorn'd his Mind : © 
In Face, as well as Mind, above the Toyes 

| Of thi rain World, and all its ſenſual Joyes: 
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1 20 Truth & things Divine a Love Intenſe. 


5 Xi). 
imple i in Diet, negligent of Dref, 


Hairy and rough his Robe, (a) meet to expre 
One Avriify'd to things of Time and Senſe, 


Wo 
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He 


© Fealous for rael(b),& theLORD OF HOSTS,)| 
Diſazin d to ſee HIM Rival d by a Pat, 
Mourn d his forſaken Covenant, & Worſhip lo] 
. Courageous, dar'd Alone to ſtand the Shock, 
_ Ofnum'rousPriefs of Baak(c),Eto deride heirs 


5 


Tac? d feirce Tyrannous Powers, told their nme, 4 


In 


And ſhames deſerv d, the) udgments of their Times . 
His S Truthsriumpb, Glorious: Strange to ſay: 5 * 
A debaucht Nation Convert in a Day (a), © 
And ſham' d, enrag'd Impoſtures fled away ! Ih 
A wondrous Sint; Inſpir d, Imploy'd & Led 12 
By Heav'nly Love; by many Mon ders fed (e). . 
The Care of Heay' n, the Darling of his GOD, 
Signally Sv d, cheer'd by his Sf and Rod. 
Voracious Ravens yield Him up their Prey: 

1 Gus Angel: to his Succour wing away: 
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73 NN 8. Se. Mat ili. „ 
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And Heav'n to ſhow 1 ty Empire more, commands 

Hopeleſs Relief from famiſhing Widows hands. 

| HePray *d,(f)the Sealed Heavns witheld their Rain: 

He Pray d, the op ned Clouds diſcharge again. 

EProvoke,t askt C Mrange blazing ſhow'rs of Flame 

Stream down, and Sodom Day renewed came. 
He ſtruck the Floodi, (the refluent Waves divide, 

15 is Mantles Breath drove back the flowing Tyde. 

| 2 aild thee, O aſtoniſht Sea, tofly? 3 

* Fardan! from Foſhua's dayes thy Banks not dry . 

65 1 LY et Greater Wonders view : „He ſpake, the Dead(i) 

3 In Sis, or Grave, lift up their fallen Head : 

1 Witneſs the happy Mother, fully won 

1. 1 o Heaven as ſhe receiv'd her raiſed Son: 
Bleſt Work of Grace the Mercy of the Mean 

$6 lluſtrious, as the Savin g Change, is Seen. 

5B Not lefs Miraculous the P)opbers Fiſts, 

1 . bo and Travel; (0 gloriouſly Surpaſt: 

Ws Strength and Application, as his Truſt 

15 Noble and vaſt, a4 and ad Augult : 
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) 2 Kings i. 16. St. Luk! ix. 54. (5) 2 This 11. 8. 
9 1 Kings xvii. 22, 24. (0 1 Kings xix 3. 
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ti zubück Tolle conſum d, of Life profuls; 1.4 


Exhauſted in retired holy F 
On the deep things of God Myſteries Abftruſe. 

Such Labou r5Bounteous Head nis wont toCrowiff : 
With Heav'nly Viſtons, Light & Joyes unknown. $ 
So Heav'nly Glories dazled Moſes Eyes (1), 0 
And Lab ring Paul () was e oat to een * 
No leſs Elijab to his Saviour dear, 15 E 
No leſs his Cares & Toils, his Pray'rs & Tears | 4 
: Nor leſs wou dHeav' n his ſuffringSoul to cheer | [ , 


Tlie GOD of Heel paſt before the ( 9 Cave, 
In Majefty, as 'erſt the Law: he gave, 


And frightned Nature ſeem' d to ſeek 2 Grave, x Be 
Tenipeſts and Flames, & Earthquakes marcht befor „ 9 
*. Speaking the Terrors of Almighty Pow'r ;, or 5 
Theſe uſher'd in the [mal fill: Voice of Grace. ; Wy 
His Soul grew Calm,Serene the troubled Place: wg 
Huſh as the Winds were all his boift rous Fear, | ; 7 
The Humble Saint, calld forth by God, appears 
Wich Mantle wrapt about his face he . 


Afraid to r nor wiſhe « to fe his GOD. 
0 Exod xxxiv. N. & (5 | Or “ 
4) 1 Kings xix 1113. Exod 18,19. 
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Vet left the fr v hi C0 GOD we ſhow, EG 
Dr He U Elate with Viſions, vain ſhou'd grow, 
At times his Paſſions did the Man berray, 

4 That Saints have Sin, & Prophets are but Clay. 

| i Too Tim ross midſt his Triumphs; (o) left to fly 
A Iorans Rage and Threats, and wiſh to die. 
Pe (p) moan'dChriſt of bis Church bereft, 

N And not a ſingle Saint in Vrael left. 
| "n ll to hide Pride from Man, to ſhow how Vain (q) 
We are at Beſ, and undue Tho'ts reſtrain. 
| „ GOD the Ligb: (/, in whom's no Shade as all, 
ro Him in proſtrate Adorations fall. 

Created Brightneſs ever has its Blots, 
| 5 And even Perſia Idol has its Spots. LAS 


= Yet Admiration, Reverence and, Love 

| : re due to Saints on Earth, or thoſe Above. 
Tb ure. the curſt Spirit that hates is born of Hell, 

Nor is leſs Monſter then foul Fexebel: 


1 be Murd rou: ſought hisBlood(s); Abab e 
¶ Oearer than Life) with fland'rous lies defames(: )\ 
| aud bpjkjorer pogo deadly War proclaim. 
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Yet Spite of Envy, Spire of Malice curſt, t 
VERTUE ſhall live : ſee bloated Fi end, & bun c 
See the fair Name Immortal i in my Verſe! 1 


See the Streu 4 Glories on the Hero s Herſe ! . 8 
A Name imbalm'd ſhall be the Jul Mans lot, 
While Vicious Teeth ſhall gnaſh, & Names ſhall ror. 


Return, my Muſe, and Sing his faithful Care, 
And nobleft 754, in happy () Bethels Chair. 
| Hail, Venerable Seat from Facobs dayes ( w) = 
Sacred to E GOD, and to his Praiſe! 
Bleſt evermiore with Viſions ! the Reſort 

Of Holy Angels! Heav'ns Inferior Court! 
Hail dreadful Place ! th Eternals bleſt Abode : 1 
The Gate of Heavn, and the Houſe of GOT! Pp | 
Bleſt place of Inſpiration !--- 3 
Here ſtood the Spacious Coledke, Wrath pride 1 DN 
And here th' Illuftrious Ser did pref! ide. 7 
Stately the Dome, worthy the Beauteous Train, 
Religion pure devoted to Maintain, 55 
And tothe Age to come the Laws Divine 1 5 = 
Richly Endow'd by every pious Zeal, 1 
Studicus of Zions Glory and ber well; br 
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"© : Kings ib li, 2, 3. (») Cen SAY 112, i. 32, 17,19. leſt a 5 | 
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115 
Bleſt B ! 1 to Heavn: A pious ad 1 
Given to Chriß, and liberally repaid 6.1 
In richer Bleſſings to the Church and State J 
So He returns us what we Conſeerate. I 


| Hence IſraeliChiefs,Be hence ber Tacker: came; ) 
Hence Truth & Grace, hence ifſu'd Light & Flame ; > 
Hence Men Renown'd, & of Celebrious Fame.) 
© Micaiah one: from foul Ill»fion free, 0 
1 Faithful to God, and Abb true to thee. (a)! 
Kings trembled as he Spake and $0 Hang ms . 
4 Of Truth and the Superior Man afraid. 
| Elia too, to greater Glories born, 
\ 4 4 Was hence: and high exalted is his Berl 


Theſe beauteotsSom: were the bleſt Prophets pride; 
90 Under biWing they bloow'd,& flouriſht by hisside 
paid him a Reverence profound and true, 5 
1 70 Heav'ns Election, Hraelt Suffrage due. 
q 0 Tbem, as by Office bound, He did Inſpect, 
59 Taught heav'nly Truth , and Errors did corey 1 


2, 5 Cberiſhi the Good & form'd their Manners . 
But ſearcht out Ys thi Infection to r 
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Their raviſht Minds the Sacred Deeps admir'd. | 


. Meek and Mulettel, Af and Graue. 
Lowly & Good; and all that's Great and Brave. 
He Oreraw d and Charm d. Baſe hearts he won, 

And perfected where Goodneſs was begun. 3 
To them: His Leftures on the Holy Law, 
| 4 Sab li ue they were, new Myſteries they faw 4 
Like Him with Hear nly Light & Joyes = 


They ſaw the promiſed MESSIFAH's dee, hs 
And the Glad Scbos/; reſounded with his Praiſe. 
LO They sang the Bupi3F (5) intheir Prophers em 
And bleſt the Saint EÞ& that ſhou'd Inherit. 5 
They Sang of the * Truma Saviour: Raw; 
What Faire ohne is elf to gare, 
On Glories yet Unknow 3 and Talk of High 5 
Myſterious Truths; into 9205 Angels Pro, & 
And paſs.in Transports Immortality.” 
They Sang his High Aſcent, & Gifts | Ineffable, 
The Clowen Tongues of bire on Pentecoff chat 5,0 


AM. what Great «77 7 + ſhow'd all theſe: Wonders( 
5 e 8 1 7 
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ad ade they * long the che 
| oreſaw the Day, Amaz'd at the Portent : 

Stupendous Grace and Power they view d ;Ador'd 4 
rhe Sov'rain GOD, and Pry'd into his Ward. | 
And now che Saint had his Laff Vifet me + 
His Solemn Charge, and final Bleſſi Ing ſaid, 2 

His Weeping Sons receiv'd his laſt Abies; - 5. 
Wich eager Eyes their Breath departing View, | 

And following far behind 10Fordand||Brink they, drew, Y | 

Each Emulous-t9 Succeed, but well prepar'd , ; 

To welcomeHim whom Hearn had Heirdeclar'd ö 


5 ELISE4 tie (a)! The Wiſdom of the thoico 
"'E Applauded with United Hearts and voice. „ 
5 Un-envy'd i in the Schools, had long out-ſhene . : 3 
In Gifts Divine, and Rival there was none. 
; Glorious t the Seers Fidelity was here, 2 80 © © : 
AndHeav' nsGood Conduct Splendid did appear. 

Nor r Blood, nor Name, his upright Zeal retard, dy 
Gods Choice & Will he ſimply did regard? 
I Whom Heav'n aaomliſbas it will reward. 
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je The kappy Bash cleav'd to his Fathers feet, 
. Air (b) to Him with A Dez meet; 4 of 
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1 Conſcions how vaſt the Bleſſing was he ſo't ? 


e A 4. 40l. Portion of chy Bleſſed Spirit! 
© Ofralght my laft and higheſt i have place, 


And Heav' n gave all, (4) even an Equal Heart h 
Obvious the Truth, from Sacred Record known, 


: 1 of Lum nous Clouds roll d in the Air, 
When on a ſudden, from · the radiant Skies, 
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7 
Front his Oraculous Lips askt Counfel Sage; 
| Aud had the Pray'rs and Bleſſings of his Age. 


Vet 3 reid the laft and 47 19 Bequeſ, | 0 


| And the Wiſe Son had ready his Requeſt. 


Sh, now at Parting, (c) what 1 ſhall wy ** 
Trembling He fell the Propbers feet beneath, 
rie ved to part, afraid to ſpeak his Tho't, 


With Mouth in duſt he ſaid, -C May I inherit 


© Y wo ts 


An Eu nent Meaſure of thy Gifts and Grace 
Divine Ambition ! to be Wiſe and Good! _ 

So he his Fame and Intereſt underftoog. 1555 

Modeſt his Wiſh, He only askt # part, 5 


None came fo near Elijab as his wondrous Sen. 


ren at high Neon, the Day ſerene and fair, | 4 


2 Light e in E 8 275 IHE oY | : | 
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f 1. 
The Heav'ns were cleft, & from th Imperial? Throw 
A Stream of Glory, daz ling Splendor, Shone *: 


Beams of ten Thouſand Suns Shot round about, 


Bright Hoſts of Angels lind the Heav'nly Way, 
To guard the Saint up to Eternal Day. 
Then down the Steep Deſcent, 2 Chariot Bright, 
And Steeds of Fire, ſwift as the Beams of Light. 
Wing'd Seraphs ready ſtood, bow'd low to greet | 

The Fav'rite Saint, and hand him to his Scat. 


. Enthron'd he Sat, Transform d with oyes his Mein i 


Calm his gay Soul, and like his Face Serene. 8 
His Eye and burning Wiſhes to bir GOD, 


> | Forward he bow'd, and on the Triumph rode. = 
b ©Saluted, as he paſt the Heav'nly Croud, 
: © With Shouts of Joy, and Hallelujabs laud. 


N N ce Ten thouſand thouſand Angel Trumpets Sound, 
And the vaſtRealms of Heav 'n all eccho'd round. 


A 7 They Sang of Greater Triumphs (e) yet to come, 
„ 


And the glad Errand ( 2 ) of the Final hy 
L The raiſed Duſt of Saints to bring away" | 
1 Aa N Triumph, and or ike ee, CY 
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The Sun and every blazon'd Cloud went out: 


Their next Deſcent to wait theSAVIOUR n 0 
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And heay nly Soundi, more grating than ches gt, . 
5 Blaſpheews'd, rag d & guaſhe j in furious rer | 


« My Father ! Iſraels Safety ! and her 7 Sa 


= T he 'Fhing Glory now had gain'd the Place 
_ penny (i) gaz'd he on the cloſing Skie. 


1 The Prophets Bliſs ns not his Tears n a 
n vi wept their Le in His Eternal Gain. 


1 
dend 


'T bus midſt Rnſpirs, Sublime,Prophetick Serge 
{Sweet Melody) the Viſion paſt along. 
The Prince of Air Accurſt fled ſwift the Light, 


Fin ſaw : ( 20 « My Father, loud he ery'd,- "oh 


ce More wert Thou our Defence and Glry far, l 
ce Than all our Chariots & ſtrong Troops of War · 
EThy Pray'rs & Pow'r with God did more ſecure 


Our Tott ring State, and naked Coaſts immure⸗ 
Fc Than all our 1 | XIE 


He aid: Nor more cou 'd ſee: 1 the ſpace! p 


Of Light ne er to be ſeen by Mortal Eye (b) ; 


—— ſeiz d ( k Jt his goodly Robes he — 
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Nor yet in 1 Uſcleſs rears ſtaid he to vent 
Us mighty Griefs, on Greater things * 2 


I By it Hſtalld in the bleſt Prophers FR! 4 

3 5 With it receiv d his Spirit and his Grace! | 
The Sacred Banner flying i in his Hand, 

| Diſplay' d his Empire, on the diſtant OW”. 
Nature Obſequious, to his dread Command. 


oh Triumphant-wiſe, the penfive Conquir ror r ſtood, 955 
82 The precious Relick war d, and ſmote the flood 2 
FE  EOBPhere is the LORD, (m) Elij abs GOD? He cry d. 


15 1 | Ti Obedient Waves again in haſte divide. 


6 He paſſd: the raviſht Prophets faw ;\ confeſt 

- | The Miracle of Grace, and thankful bleſt I} 2 
Ih Eternal SPIRIT, and his Glorious Reſt (n).) 

= Oxejoy d they run che Seins Bld meet G 

5 þ And bow (n) beneath the bright Sucalſark feet, 1 
Tbey breathe their Pray rs x Bleſſings in his Arms," 
ri Y Cheer his s fad Soul, & their « own Paſſions = ; a A | 
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1 The Mantle faln (1) with Joy ſurprizing = : 
| Laid the dear Pledge cloſe to his panting Side jÞ 
Soy rain Receipt! his fainting heart das 3 5 


N 


Myſterious Oracles in their tur 
ir'd their Mind,7Trensform'd(p)cheir very 


15 : Grace and Beauty ſeen. 
if lines and Truth ſweet their Accord, 
| . Faith their Conſolation did afford, 

1 E Jb. more Illuſtrious Second ( 9) A \ 
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